
 
v What was the greatest insight you took from today’s message? What did 

you find the most helpful? What did you find the most troubling? Why? 
 
v Have you ever blamed God for your struggles with temptation? Why or 

why not? 
 
v Do you usually find it difficult or easy to choose “joy” when experiencing a 

trial or temptation? Why or why not? 
 
v John 3: 21 says, “Whoever lives by the truth comes into the light.” Take 

inventory of your life: What is your most persistent temptation? Be honest! 
Why is it so difficult for you to say no to this temptation and yes to God? In 
what situations do you most often encounter this temptation? What do you 
hope to gain from conquering this troubling part of your life?  

 
v Of the three “Fatal Attractions” described in this message, which have you 

found to be the most challenging? Why? What steps have you taken in 
order to keep these “desires” from becoming “seduced by evil”? 

 
 
 

Watch the “Marshmallow Test” as a family using this link, 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K3yv_LZi5hI or type 
“Marshmallow Test” in the search bar on YouTube.  Now respond to 
the following questions: 
Do you think the kids handled temptation well?  Why or why not?  
How do you choose to handle temptation?  Read Matthew 4:1-11.   Are 
you surprised to know that Jesus was tempted?  How did Jesus handle 
temptation?  How can you follow his example? 

 
 
 
 

Bible Versions Used: HCSB-Holman Christian Standard Bible; ESV-English Standard Version; 
TLB-The Living Bible; YLT-Young’s Literal Translation; BBE-The Bible in Basic English; 

GW-God’s Word Translation; NKJV-New King James Version 

 

 
 
 

UNDERSTANDING TEMPTATION 
 
 
Psalm 119:10, 133 (HCSB) I have sought You with all my heart; don’t let me 
wander from Your commands. Make my steps steady through Your promise; don’t 
let any sin dominate me. 
 
Matthew 26:41 (ESV) Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. 
The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 
 

Ø  It’s NOT   ; it’s             . 
 
Ø  It’s NOT   ; it’s             . 
 

James 1:2-4, 12 (HCSB) Consider it a great joy, my brothers, whenever you 
experience various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces 
endurance. But endurance must do its complete work, so that you may be 
mature and complete, lacking nothing. A man who endures trials is blessed, 
because when he passes the test he will receive the crown of life that God has 
promised to those who love Him.  

 
 

How It Works 
 

James 1:13-15 (HCSB) No one undergoing a trial should say, “I am being 
tempted by God.” For God is not tempted by evil, and He Himself doesn’t 
tempt anyone. But each person is tempted when he is drawn away and 
enticed by his own evil desires. Then after desire has conceived, it gives birth 
to sin, and when sin is fully grown, it gives birth to death. 

 
 

1. Desire      . 
 

STUDY & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

February 8, 2015 

 

NorthPointe Community Church  2787 W. Bullard, # 101, Fresno, CA  93711 

email: shaneham@northpointe.org 



Ephesians 6:12-13 (HCSB) For our battle is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the world powers of this 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavens. This is why you 
must take up the full armor of God, so that you may be able to resist in the 
evil day, and having prepared everything, to take your stand. 

 

Ø  Behind    , is    ! 
 

Ø  Behind    , is    ! 
 

1 Peter 5:8 (TLB) Be careful—watch out for attacks from Satan, your great 
enemy. He prowls around like a hungry, roaring lion, looking for some victim 
to tear apart. 

 
 

2. Sin is conceived. 
 

Isaiah 59:4 (YLT) There is none calling in righteousness, And there is none 
pleading in faithfulness, Trusting on emptiness, and speaking falsehood, 
Conceiving perverseness, and bearing iniquity. 

 
Psalm 7:14 (ESV) Behold, the wicked man conceives evil and is pregnant with 
mischief and gives birth to lies. 

 

Ø  Conception means       
    will       . 

 
 

3. Sin,    ,     ! 
 

Romans 6:23 (HCSB) For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
Romans 7:13 (ESV) Did that which is good, then, bring death to me? By no 
means! It was sin, producing death in me. 

 
Romans 1:24 (BBE) For this reason God gave them up to the evil desires of 
their hearts, working shame in their bodies with one another. 

 
 
 

Our Fatal Attractions 
 

1 Corinthians 10:13 (GW) There isn't any temptation that you have 
experienced which is unusual for humans. God, who faithfully keeps his 
promises, will not allow you to be tempted beyond your power to resist. But 
when you are tempted, he will also give you the ability to endure the 
temptation as your way of escape. 
 
1 John 2:15-17 (NKJV) Do not love the world or the things in the world. If 
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in 
the world--the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life--is 
not of the Father but is of the world. And the world is passing away, and the 
lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever. 
 
 

Ø  The appeal of      . 
 
 

Ø  The attraction of      . 
 
 

Ø  The ambition for      . 
 
 
Genesis 3:1-6 (HCSB) Now the serpent was the most cunning of all the wild 
animals that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God 
really say, ‘You can’t eat from any tree in the garden’?” The woman said to 
the serpent, “We may eat the fruit from the trees in the garden. But about the 
fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden, God said, ‘You must not eat it or 
touch it, or you will die.’” “No! You will not die,” the serpent said to the 
woman. “In fact, God knows that when you eat it your eyes will be opened 
and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” Then the woman saw that 
the tree was good for food and delightful to look at, and that it was desirable 
for obtaining wisdom. So she took some of its fruit and ate ⌊it⌋; she also gave 
⌊some⌋ to her husband, ⌊who was⌋ with her, and he ate ⌊it⌋. 


