
 

v As Christians, we believe that God already knows our needs, and yet 
scripture is full of examples that God wants us to ask Him and seek Him. 
What do you think might be his purpose in waiting for us to ask him to 
meet our needs before he takes action on our behalf? 

 

v What does Scripture say God will do when people turn to him in faith and 
wholeheartedly call on his name in prayer? Read the following scriptures. 
Proverbs 15: 29; Jeremiah 33:2–3; Matthew 7:7–8; Luke 18:7–8. 

 

v What is it about God that leads him to respond to those who cry out to 
him? (See Psalm 86:5–7; Psalm 89:8; Ephesians 2: 4–8.) 

 

v Shane suggested three types of prayer found at the top of your notes. Which 
of these types of praying do you usually find yourself most comfortable 
doing? Which is the most challenging? Why? 

 

v What will your “take away” be from this message? How can your group 
pray for you about this? Now consider how you are approaching God as 
you face the challenges of your life: To what extent are you drawn to God, 
eagerly praying and anticipating his blessing? To what extent do you try to 
face challenges on your own, without God’s help? What is the result? To 
what extent are you confident that God will keep his promises and meet 
your needs when you call on him? 

 

v When thinking about the three attributes of God that are the basis for our 
“confident expectation,” which one encourages you the most? Why? 

 
 
 

Prayer is the most wonderful privilege imaginable! We would be crazy not 
to pray! God loves us deeply and cares about everything that concerns us, 
so praying to Him is a way of talking to Him and asking for His help. God 

is infinitely powerful, and He answers our prayers! Imagine that we are able to 
talk to the God of the universe! And that He wants us to talk to Him! It's really 
an exciting idea. Ask your kids, what things do they want to tell God? What is 
on their heart or mind right now that you can talk to God about together as a 
family? 

 
 
 

Bible Versions Used: ESV-English Standard Version; 
NKJV-New King James Version; NLT-New Living Translation 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

BECOMING A “CIRCLE MAKER” 
 
Psalm 32:6 (ESV) Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time 
when you may be found; surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not reach 
him.  
 

! U    . 
   (Ps. 95:1-6, Ps. 100:4, Mt. 11:25, Jn. 17:3) 

 

! I    . 
   (Ps. 129:3-4, 1 Jn. 1:9, Ps. 77:12, Ps. 139:23) 

 

! O    . 
   (Jn. 17:9-26, Eph. 6:19, Ps. 50:15, 1Tim. 2:1) 

 
Luke 18:35-43 (NKJV) Then it happened, as He was coming near Jericho, that 
a certain blind man sat by the road begging. And hearing a multitude passing 
by, he asked what it meant. So they told him that Jesus of Nazareth was 
passing by. And he cried out, saying, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on 
me!" Then those who went before warned him that he should be quiet; but he 
cried out all the more, "Son of David, have mercy on me!" So Jesus stood still 
and commanded him to be brought to Him. And when he had come near, He 
asked him, saying, "What do you want Me to do for you?" He said, "Lord, 
that I may receive my sight." Then Jesus said to him, "Receive your sight; your 
faith has made you well." And immediately he received his sight, and 
followed Him, glorifying God. And all the people, when they saw it, gave 
praise to God.  

 

 
BASIS FOR OUR CONFIDENT EXPECTATION 
 

1. He’s a     ! 

STUDY & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

March 8, 2015 

NorthPointe Community Church  2787 W. Bullard, # 101, Fresno, CA  93711 

email: shaneham@northpointe.org 



Psalm 65:5 (NLT) You faithfully answer our prayers with awesome deeds, 
O God our savior. You are the hope of everyone on earth, even those who sail 
on distant seas.  

 

! Prayer is        
   ! 

	  
Luke 1:46 (ESV) And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord.” 

 
Matthew 6:9 (NKJV) In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be Your name.	  	  

 

o R        
upon Him. 

 

o I      to Him. 
 

Psalm 63:1-3 (ESV) O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; my soul 
thirsts for you…as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. So I have 
looked upon you in the sanctuary, beholding your power and glory. Because 
your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise you. 
 
James 4:2-3 (NLT) You want what you don’t have, so you scheme and kill to 
get it. You are jealous of what others have, but you can’t get it, so you fight 
and wage war to take it away from them. Yet you don’t have what you want 
because you don’t ask God for it. And even when you ask, you don’t get it 
because your motives are all wrong—you want only what will give you 
pleasure.  

 

o C      for Him. 
 
2. He’s a     ! 
 

Psalm 86:5-6, 8 (ESV) For you, O LORD, are good and forgiving, abounding in 
steadfast love to all who call upon you. Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; 
listen to my plea for grace. There is none like you among the gods, O LORD, 
nor are there any works like yours. 

 

! Prayer is       ! 
 

Luke 11:11-13 (ESV) “What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will 
instead of a fish give him a serpent; or if he asks for an egg, will give him a 
scorpion? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
those who ask him!” 

 

o Our bad things     . 
 

o Our good things     
  .  

 

o Our best things     . 
 
3. He’s a     ! 
 

Luke 12:6-7 (ESV) Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? And not one of 
them is forgotten before God.  Why, even the hairs of your head are all 
numbered. Fear not; you are of more value than many sparrows.  
 
Psalm 56:8 (NLT) You keep track of all my sorrows. You have collected all my 
tears in your bottle. You have recorded each one in your book.  
 
Philippians 4:19 (ESV) And my God will supply every need of yours according 
to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.  
 

! Prayer is       
   . 

 
Psalm 27:4 (ESV) One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: 
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze 
upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his temple.    
 
Ephesians 2:18 (ESV) For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the 
Father. 
 
Galatians 4:6-7 (ESV) And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his 
Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but 
a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.  


