
	  

v We are not meant to struggle through our faith alone. To whom in your life 
do you turn for encouragement and accountability? 

 

v Of the four fears described in your outline, which do you connect with the 
most? Why do you think you struggle with this one more than the others? 

 

v In 1 John 4:19 it reads, “We love because God first loved us.” Life is all about 
love. But the only reason we can love anybody is because God first loved us. 
Once that’s secure, we’ll start cutting people a lot of slack. Who needs some 
love from you today? Who needs more patience? Who needs more time? 
Forgiveness? 

 

v Think about your life. What changes can you think of that, if made, would 
increase your connectedness with others? Look at the section, “Who We 
Need the Most,” and share with your small group who you need the most 
right now at your stage of life. Why? Also, which of these do you need to 
start becoming in someone else’s life? 

 

v The Bible gives us a great reminder in James 5:16 to “Confess your sins to 
each other and pray for each other so that you can live together whole and 
healed.” Authentic fellowship is not superficial, surface-level chitchat. It’s 
genuine, heart-to-heart, sometimes gut-level sharing. Do you get this with 
people? Why or why not? Being authentic requires both courage and 
humility. It means facing our fear of exposure, rejection, and being hurt 
again. Why would anyone take such a risk? 

 

v Of the final five action steps Shane encouraged you to take, which needs the 
most attention right now? 

 

Talk with your kids this week about including others in their life. Describe 
the types of people in the “Who We Need The Most” section and talk 
about who plays different roles in their life – is an older sibling a “trail 

blazer”? Is a grandparent an “encourager”? Then talk about how they can play 
each role with someone else. Show them how they can be a “pacer” and walk 
beside a friend or a “contender” who helps the other be an even better person. 
Encourage them that we are all growing and the best thing we can do is have 
(and be) true friends along the way. 

 

 

 

Bible Versions Used: HCSB-Holman Christian Standard Bible; NIV-New International Version;  
TLB-The Living Bible; NLT-New Living Translation; MSG-The Message Paraphrase;  

ESV- English Standard Version 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inviting Others In 
 

Romans 12:9-18 (MSG) Love from the center of who you are; don't fake 
it…Be good friends who love deeply; practice playing second fiddle. Don't 
burn out; keep yourselves fueled and aflame…Help needy Christians; be 
inventive in hospitality. Bless your enemies; no cursing under your breath. 
Laugh with your happy friends when they're happy; share tears when 
they're down. Get along with each other; don't be stuck-up. Make friends 
with nobodies; don't be the great somebody. Don't hit back; discover 
beauty in everyone. If you've got it in you, get along with everybody. 
 
John 17:20-21 (NLT) “I am praying for all who will ever believe in 
me…that they will all be one, just as you and I are one—as you are in me, 
Father, and I am in you.” 
 
Why we struggle 

 
1. We               . 
 

Ecclesiastes 4:7-8 (MSG) I turned my head and saw yet another wisp 
of smoke on its way to nothingness: a solitary person, completely 
alone…no friends—yet working obsessively late into the night, 
compulsively greedy for more and more, never bothering to ask, "Why 
am I working like a dog… More smoke. A bad business. 

 
2. We        . 
 
3. We       ! 
 

Genesis 3:10 (NIV) “I was afraid … so I hid." 
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    Ø  We fear     . 
 
    Ø  We fear    . 
 

    Ø  We fear    .   
 
    Ø  We fear      . 
 

2 Corinthians 2:5-11 (TLB) Remember that the man I wrote about, 
who caused all the trouble, he has not caused sorrow to me as much as 
to all the rest of you—though I certainly have my share in it too…It is 
time to forgive him and comfort him. Otherwise he may become so 
bitter and discouraged that he won’t be able to recover…A reason for 
forgiveness is to keep from being outsmarted by Satan, for we know 
what he is trying to do. 

 
1 Peter 5:8 (TLB) He prowls around like a hungry, roaring lion, 
looking for some victim to tear apart. 

 
Ecclesiastes 4:9-10, 12 (MSG) It's better to have a partner than go it 
alone…and if one falls down, the other helps, But if there's no one to 
help, tough! By yourself you're unprotected. 

 
Who we need the most  
 
ü T    who are     us. 
 

Proverbs 13:20 (HCSB) The one who walks with the wise 
will become wise.   

 

ü P   who are     us. 
 

Romans 1:11-12 (ESV) For I long to see you, that I may impart to 
you some spiritual gift to strengthen you— that is, that we may be 
mutually encouraged by each other’s faith, both yours and mine.  

 

ü C    who’ll    us. 

Proverbs 27:6 (NIV) Wounds from a friend can be trusted. 
 

Proverbs 27:17 (MSG) You use steel to sharpen steel, and one friend 
sharpens another.  

 

ü E    all     us! 

 
What we need to do 
 
1. Align     with the           . 
 

1 John 1:7 (MSG) If we walk in the light, God himself being the light, 
we also experience a shared life with one another. 

 
2. Don’t       ! 
 

Galatians 5:14 (NIV) The entire law is summed up in a single 
command: "Love your neighbor as yourself." 

 

3. Take     and put     out    
    there. 
 

2 Corinthians 4:2 (MSG) We refuse to wear masks and play 
games…we keep everything we do and say out in the open, the whole 
truth on display, so that those who want to can see and judge for 
themselves in the presence of God. 

 

4. Look for      and           . 
 

5. Establish     to     
         ! 


