
 

v Identify a handful of “hotspots” in the news right now that are clearly 
a result of the abuse or misuse of power. 

 
v After hearing this message, what has become most clear to you 

about power? What questions has the message raised about 
power?  

 
v Consider again some of the distinctions Steve made between right 

and wrong ambition. (Consider the following scriptures about right 
ambitions: Romans 15:20; 2 Corinthians 5:9; 1 Thessalonians 4:11) 
What are some of the characteristics of selfish ambition?  …Holy 
ambitions? How can we know which we might be pursuing?  

 
v Which scriptures in this message speak powerfully to you about 

your stewardship of power? Is there a particular relationship or 
social setting he’s calling for you to think & act differently in? 

 
v Look again at the passage from Galatians 5:19-25 on this outline. 

Read over the expressions of the sinful nature and define each one. 
Why are these a big deal to God, such that he holds us accountable 
for them? Now look at the nine qualities described as the “fruit” of 
the Holy Spirit’s control, defining each one. Why are they of such 
importance in our lives, and why do they matter to God? Which 
three of these fruits do you find you need to see produced in your 
life more? 

 
v What do you feel most challenged about by God in this topic? How 

can your group pray for you? 
 

 
This week work with your kids on that all-important quality of 
humility. Humble people don’t think less of themselves, they DO 
think of themselves less. Talk with your children about how humil-

ity can be demonstrated every day. Let them come up with examples like 
letting others “go first,” turning the focus of conversations on how well 
someone did something, being patient when waiting to be served, taking 
the initiative to be a helper of others, etc. Catch them and call attention to 
them demonstrating humility and service in your home! This week 
memorize Galatians 5:13b “Through love serve one another.” 
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Diverting Personal Power Surges 
 

The stewardship of power 
 

   ü  The ability         
            . 
 

John 3:26-27 (NJB)  They went to John and said, “…The man to 
whom you bore witness, is baptizing now, and everyone is going to 
him.” John replied: “No one can have anything except what is given 
him from heaven.” 

 
John 19:10-11 (NRSV)  Pilate therefore said to him, “Do you refuse to 
speak to me? Do you not know that I have power to release you, and 
power to crucify you?”  Jesus answered him, “You would have no 
power over me unless it had been given you from above…” 

 
Psalm 75:6-7 (AMP)  For not from the east nor from the west nor from 
the south come promotion and lifting up.  But God is the Judge! He 
puts down one and lifts up another.  
 
 

The corruption of power 
 

   ü  The big question:           ? 
 

2 Corinthians 12:20 (GW)  “I'm afraid that I may come and find…  
rivalry, jealousy, hot tempers, selfish ambition, slander, gossip, arro- 
gance, and disorderly conduct.”    

 
Jeremiah 45:5 (AMP)  “Should you seek great things for yourself? 
Seek them not…” 

 
Proverbs 11:23 (MSG)  The desires of good people lead straight to the 
best, but wicked ambition ends in angry frustration.  
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   ü  The big issue:            ? 
 

Luke 9:23-24 (NLT)  Then he said to the crowd, “If any of you wants 
to be my follower, you must turn from your selfish ways, take up your 
cross daily, and follow me.  If you try to hang on to your life, you will 
lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake, you will save it. 

 
Galatians 5:19-25 (NLT)  When you follow the desires of your sinful 
nature, the results are very clear: sexual immorality, impurity, lustful 
pleasures, idolatry, sorcery, hostility, quarreling, jealousy, outbursts 
of anger, selfish ambition, dissension, division,  envy, drunkenness, 
wild parties, and other sins like these…But the Holy Spirit produces 
this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control…Those who 
belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the passions and desires of their 
sinful nature to his cross and crucified them there.  Since we are 
living by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s leading in every part of 
our lives.  

 
Galatians 2:20 (MSG)  “Christ's life showed me how, and enabled me 
to do it. I identified myself completely with him. Indeed, I have been 
crucified with Christ. My ego is no longer central… Christ lives in 
me. The life you see me living is not ‘mine,’ but it is lived by faith in 
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”  
 
 
 

Safeguarding power’s light side 
 

John 13:1, 3-5, 12-17 (NIV)  It was just before the Passover Feast. 
Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and 
go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he 
now showed them the full extent of his love… 3 Jesus knew that the 
Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come 
from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, 
took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist.    5 

After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his 
disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around 
him…12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his 
clothes and returned to his place...13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and 
‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am.14 Now that I, your Lord 
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one 
another's feet.15 I have set you an example that you should do as I 
have done for you.16 I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his 

master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him.17
 Now 

that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.”    
 
 

1. Seek to              ! 
 

1 Corinthians 16:14 (BBE)  Let all you do be done in love.  
 

1 Corinthians 13:3 (MSG)  “No matter what I say, what I believe, and 
what I do, I'm bankrupt without love.”  
 
 
 

2. Keep yourself            . 
 

 
 
 

3. Find the             . 
 

Philippians 2:3-4 (NIV)  Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each 
of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the 
interests of others.  
 
 
 

4. Adopt the             . 
 

 
 
 

5. Choose the             . 
 

Matthew 20:25-28 (MSG)  “You've observed how godless rulers throw 
their weight around, how quickly a little power goes to their heads. 
It's not going to be that way with you. Whoever wants to be great 
must become a servant. Whoever wants to be first among you must 
be your slave. That is what the Son of Man has done: He came to 
serve, not be served—and then to give away his life in exchange for 
the many who are held hostage.” 


