
 
 

v What ideas from last week’s message came into focus or stood in 
great contrast to you in living this last week? 

 
v Review the six ways power grabs typically happen. Take time with 

God to do a “searching & fearless moral inventory” to determine 
which of these you tend to use against others. How do others use 
them against you? What steps will you take to “live at peace with 
everyone”? (Romans 12:18) 

 
v Look again at the three “Refuse” statements. Which of these is 

most difficult for you to refuse to do? Why? How often do any of 
them result in a truly positive outcome? What will you change about 
your actions or words the next time you are faced with the decision 
to either behave as you have in the past or refuse to do so?  

 
v Reread the verses from Matthew & Proverbs in point #5. If 

responding with love in some circumstances or with certain people 
is overwhelming or seemingly impossible, what will you do to adjust 
your outlook? Remember that love and forgiveness free you in the 
relationship, they don’t make what the other person says or does 
ok. Spend time in prayer naming the people or situations that cause 
you to act against showing love as your first response. Ask for his 
help to rely in love. 

 
v What do you feel most challenged about by God in this topic? How 

can your group pray for you? 
 

Learning that you will never be able to please everyone is a 
difficult lesson for kids to learn. Talk with them about “making 
the wise choice” and realizing that if they’ve chosen wisely, they 

are pleasing the most important person – Jesus! Help them see that 
while a choice to go to Emily’s party instead of going swimming with 
James, may make James unhappy, it wasn’t intended to hurt his 
feelings. With either choice someone would be disappointed. Talk 
through how they would kindly say no to the invitation and 
understand that hurt feelings don’t last forever. 
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Protected Against Power Plays 
 
 
3 John 9-11 (NIV)  I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to be 
first, will not welcome us. So when I come, I will call attention to what he 
is doing, spreading malicious nonsense about us. Not satisfied with that, 
he even refuses to welcome other believers. He also stops those who 
want to do so and puts them out of the church. Dear friend, do not 
imitate what is evil but what is good. 
 
 

Ways “Power Grabs” Happen 
 
 

ü  D                 ü  I    
 
ü  D                 ü  S     
 
ü  M         ü  A   
 

 

What Should I Do 
 
 
1. R   you        ! 
 

Romans 12:18 (NIV) If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live   

at peace with everyone. 
 

Proverbs 29:25 (NLT)  Fearing people is a dangerous trap. 
 
Luke 6:26 (NIV)  Woe to you when everyone speaks well of you. 
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2. R   to    .  
 

1 Peter 3:9 (NIV)  Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. 
 

 Proverbs 12:16 (GN)  When a fool is annoyed, he quickly lets it be  
known. Smart people will ignore an insult. 
 
Proverbs 21:23 (NLT)  Watch your tongue and keep your mouth shut, 
and you will stay out of trouble. 
 
 
 

3. R   to   .  
 

Matthew 22:15, 18 (NCV)  Then the Pharisees left that place and 
made plans to trap Jesus in saying something wrong... But knowing 
that these leaders were trying to trick him, Jesus said, “You 
hypocrites! Why are you trying to trap me? 

 
Proverbs 26:21 (GN)  ...Wood keeps the fire burning, and trouble-
makers keep arguments alive. 
 
 
 

4. R   to   .  
 

Romans 12:2 (ESV)  Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind. 

 
2 Timothy 1:7 (NIV)  For the Spirit God gave us does not make us 
timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline. 
 
 
 

5. R    with   .  
 

Matthew 5:44 (NKJV)  But I say to you, love your enemies, bless 
those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for 
those who spitefully use you and persecute you. 

 
Proverbs 16:7 (NKJV) When a man’s ways please the Lord, He makes 
even his enemies to be at peace with him. 
 
 

Additional Notes: 


