
 

v Read Numbers 6:1-12. What three vows does the Nazirite make? 
(Samson will break all three.) From what you know about those who 
were “set apart” from birth to serve the Lord, what were the 
benefits? The potential drawbacks? 

 
v How do you go about “separating yourself” to be with God, but 

apart from the world (John 17:13-19)? What aspects of that vow 
would you keep or alter for you (or your children) in order to best 
serve God? 

 
v What difference does it make for you to know that God intentionally 

made you the way you are, whether you are outgoing or reserved, 
self-expressive or self-controlled, cooperative or competitive? 

 
v Who was the calming, levelheaded force in your family when you 

were a child? And now? Who was the spiritually devout influence 
then? Now? 

 
v In your life, where would you like to experience more self-control? 
 
v What would you do over if you could? What has God brought out of 

that situation, and what have you learned from it? 
 
v Strength has its flip side. While Samson had obvious physical 

strength, what was he lacking? What strength are you lacking? 
Where do you feel like Samson – bound and hoping to grow your 
hair back? What positively affects your spiritual strength? 

 
 
As a family spend some time retelling the story of Samson. What 
were his strengths and weaknesses? What can we learn by the 
choices he made in his life?  
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Big Point of the Day: 
 

God is faithful    &   . 
 
 

Judges 13:1 (NIV) Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord, 
so the Lord delivered them into the hands of the Philistines for forty 
years. 

 
 

The Story of Samson 
 
 

Judges 13:5 (NIV) “You will become pregnant and have a son whose 
head is never to be touched by a razor because the boy is to be a 
Nazirite, dedicated to God from the womb. He will take the lead in 
delivering Israel from the hands of the Philistines.” 

 
Judges 13:24-25 (NIV) The woman gave birth to a boy and named 
him Samson. He grew and the Lord blessed him, and the Spirit of 
the Lord began to stir him while he was in Mahaneh Dan, between 
Zorah and Eshtaol. 

 
 

Why Do We Struggle? 
 
1. An        in our           . 
 

Judges 14:5-6 (NIV) As they approached the vineyards of Timnah, 
suddenly a young lion came roaring toward him. The Spirit of the 
Lord came powerfully upon him so that he tore the lion apart with 
his bare hands as he might have torn a young goat. 

 

STUDY & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

August 9, 2015 

 

Email your questions or comments to: ronniemcdougall@northpointe.org 
NorthPointe Community Church  2787 W. Bullard, # 101, Fresno, CA  93711 

 



Judges 14:12-13 (NIV) “Let me tell you a riddle,” Samson said to 
them. “If you can give me the answer within the seven days of the 
feast, I will give you thirty linen garments and thirty sets of clothes. If 
you can’t tell me the answer, you must give me thirty linen garments 
and thirty sets of clothes.” 

 
Judges 15:13-15 (NIV) So they bound him with two new ropes and 
led him up from the rock. As he approached Lehi, the Philistines 
came toward him shouting. The Spirit of the Lord came powerfully 
upon him. The ropes on his arms became like charred flax, and the 
bindings dropped from his hands. Finding a fresh jawbone of a 
donkey, he grabbed it and struck down a thousand men. 

 
 

üY   got to     . 
 
 

Judges 13:24-25 (NIV) He grew and the Lord blessed him, and the 
Spirit of the Lord began to stir him. 

 
Judges 14:6 (NIV) The Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon him 
so that he tore the lion apart with his bare hands. 

 
Judges 15:14 (NIV) The Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon him. 

 
 
 
2. The      that        

      
 

Judges 14:8-9 (NIV) Some time later, when he went back to marry 
her, he turned aside to look at the lion’s carcass, and in it he saw a 
swarm of bees and some honey. He scooped out the honey with his 
hands and ate as he went along. When he rejoined his parents, he 
gave them some, and they too ate it. But he did not tell them that he 
had taken the honey from the lion’s carcass. 

 
Judges 14:10-11 (NIV) Samson held a feast, as was customary for 
young men. When the people saw him, they chose thirty men to be 
his companions. 

 
Judges 16:17 (NIV) So he told her everything. “No razor has ever 
been used on my head,” he said, “because I have been a Nazirite 
dedicated to God from my mother’s womb. If my head were shaved, 

my strength would leave me, and I would become as weak as any 
other man.” 

 
 

üYou’ve got to realize that       a  
                           . 

 
 

Judges 16:20-21 (NIV) Then she called, “Samson, the Philistines are 
upon you!” He awoke from his sleep and thought, “I’ll go out as 
before and shake myself free.” But he did not know that the Lord 
had left him. Then the Philistines seized him, gouged out his eyes 
and took him down to Gaza. Binding him with bronze shackles, they 
set him to grinding grain in the prison. 

 
 
 
3. Our      for           . 
 

üYou’ve    make    . 
 
 

Judges 16:28-30 (NIV) Samson prayed to the Lord, “Sovereign Lord, 
remember me. Please, God, strengthen me just once more, and let 
me with one blow get revenge on the Philistines for my two eyes.” 
Then Samson reached toward the two central pillars on which the 
temple stood. Bracing himself against them, his right hand on the 
one and his left hand on the other, Samson said, “Let me die with 
the Philistines!” Then he pushed with all his might, and down came 
the temple on the rulers and all the people in it. Thus he killed many 
more when he died than while he lived. 


