
 

v How do you think Esther felt about being selected for the king’s 
harem? 

 
v Why would Mordecai prohibit Esther from revealing that she was a 

Jew? What might have happened if she had not obeyed Mordecai? 
 
v Do you see coincidence or providence at work behind these scenes? 

How so? In your life, what do you see more of: Fate? Chance? 
Design? Destiny? Talk it over with your small group. 

 
v Why won’t Mordecai kneel? And why is Haman intent on killing 

Mordecai’s entire race? Is this a clash of priorities? Of perception? Of 
peoples? 

 
v As a fellow Jew, would you have urged Mordecai to ‘bow his knee’ 

rather than risk the lives of everyone else? 
 
v Esther asks Mordecai to wait three days and to fast for her. What 

might be the purpose of her delaying tactics: Fear? Intriguing the 
king? Buying time? Or what else? 

 
v What do Haman’s pride and racial hatred bring him? What is the 

lesson here for church leaders? For yourself? What do Mordecai’s 
meekness and loyalty bring him? What spiritual law do you see at 
work here?  

 
Read the story of Esther with your children this week and focus on 
the idea that God is at work for our good and His glory. Talk about 
Esther and her fear & courage – was she stronger after this 

situation? (her good) Were God’s people spared? (His glory) Talk about 
Mordecai – he loved and advised his cousin and she was protected (her 
good). He acted to save the Israelites (His glory). Turn the conversation to 
your everyday lives. What’s going on that God is using for your good (a 
struggle that you’ll grow from, a friend you’ve made, a lesson you’ve 
learned)? What are you doing that brings glory to God (standing up for 
another person, showing compassion, telling a friend about Jesus)? 
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Esther 
The Sovereignty of God 

 
Esther 1:1, 3, 2:5, 7, 10, 17-18 (NLT) 1These events happened in the days of 
King Xerxes, who reigned over 127 provinces stretching from India to 
Ethiopia. 3In the third year of his reign, he gave a banquet for all his 
nobles and officials. He invited all the military officers of Persia and Media 
as well as the princes and nobles of the provinces. 5At that time there was 
a Jewish man in the fortress of Susa whose name was Mordecai. He was 
from the tribe of Benjamin. 7This man had a very beautiful and lovely 
young cousin, Hadassah, who was also called Esther. 10Esther had not 
told anyone of her nationality and family background, because Mordecai 
had directed her not to do so. 17And the king loved Esther more than any 
of the other young women. He was so delighted with her that he set the 
royal crown on her head and declared her queen instead of Vashti. 18To 
celebrate the occasion, he gave a great banquet in Esther’s honor for all 
his nobles and officials, declaring a public holiday for the provinces and 
giving generous gifts to everyone. 
 
1. God is      , in    of  
        . 
 
Esther 3:1-2, 5-6, 8-9, 12-13; 4:3 (NLT) 1Some time later King Xerxes 
promoted Haman son of Hammedatha over all the other nobles, making 
him the most powerful official in the empire. 2All the king’s officials would 
bow down before Haman to show him respect whenever he passed by. 
But Mordecai refused to bow down or show him respect. 5When Haman 
saw that Mordecai would not bow down or show him respect, he was 
filled with rage. 6He had learned of Mordecai’s nationality, so he decided 
it was not enough to lay hands on Mordecai alone. Instead, he looked for 
a way to destroy all the Jews. 8Then Haman approached King Xerxes and 
said, “There is a certain race of people scattered through all the provinces 
of your empire who keep themselves separate from everyone else. Their 
laws are different from those of any other people, and they refuse to obey 
the laws of the king. So it is not in the king’s interest to let them live. 9If it 
please the king, issue a decree that they be destroyed, and I will give 
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10,000 large sacks of silver to the government administrators to be 
deposited in the royal treasury.” 12So on April 17 the king’s secretaries 
were summoned, and a decree was written exactly as Haman dictated. 
The decree was written in the name of King Xerxes and sealed with the 
king’s signet ring. 13Dispatches were sent by swift messengers into all the 
provinces of the empire, giving the order that all Jews—young and old, 
including women and children—must be killed, slaughtered, and 
annihilated on a single day. 4:3And as news of the king’s decree reached 
all the provinces, there was great mourning among the Jews. They fasted, 
wept, and wailed, and many people lay in burlap and ashes.  
 

ü He will    you      . 
 

ü He will      you     
             . 
 
Esther 4:1, 8, 10-14 (NLT) 1When Mordecai learned about all that had been 
done, he tore his clothes, put on burlap and ashes, and went out into the 
city, crying with a loud and bitter wail. 8 Mordecai gave Hathach a copy of 
the decree issued in Susa that called for the death of all Jews. He asked 
Hathach to show it to Esther and explain the situation to her. He also 
asked Hathach to direct her to go to the king to beg for mercy and plead 
for her people. 10Then Esther told Hathach to go back and relay this 
message to Mordecai: 11“All the king’s officials and even the people in the 
provinces know that anyone who appears before the king in his inner 
court without being invited is doomed to die unless the king holds out his 
gold scepter. And the king has not called for me to come to him for thirty 
days.” 12So Hathach gave Esther’s message to Mordecai. 13Mordecai sent 
this reply to Esther: “Don’t think for a moment that because you’re in the 
palace you will escape when all other Jews are killed. 14If you keep quiet 
at a time like this, deliverance and relief for the Jews will arise from some 
other place, but you and your relatives will die. Who knows if perhaps you 
were made queen for just such a time as this?” 
 

• It’s      of   . 
 
Esther 4:15-17 (NLT) 15Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 16“Go and 
gather together all the Jews of Susa and fast for me. Do not eat or drink 
for three days, night or day. My maids and I will do the same. And then, 
though it is against the law, I will go in to see the king. If I must die, I must 
die.” 17So Mordecai went away and did everything as Esther had ordered 
him.  
 

• It’s      the   . 

Esther 5:1-3 (NLT) 1On the third day of the fast, Esther put on her royal 
robes and entered the inner court of the palace, just across from the 
king’s hall. The king was sitting on his royal throne, facing the entrance. 
2When he saw Queen Esther standing there in the inner court, he 
welcomed her and held out the gold scepter to her. So Esther 
approached and touched the end of the scepter. 3Then the king asked 
her, “What do you want, Queen Esther? What is your request? I will give it 
to you, even if it is half the kingdom!” 
 

2. God       for     
       and    . 
 
Esther 6:1-12 (NLT) 1That night the king had trouble sleeping, so he 
ordered an attendant to bring the book of the history of his reign so it 
could be read to him. 2In those records he discovered an account of how 
Mordecai had exposed the plot of two of the eunuchs who guarded the 
door to the king’s private quarters. They had plotted to assassinate King 
Xerxes. 3“What reward or recognition did we ever give Mordecai for this?” 
the king asked. His attendants replied, “Nothing has been done for him.” 
4“Who is that in the outer court?” the king inquired. As it happened, 
Haman had just arrived in the outer court of the palace to ask the king to 
impale Mordecai on the pole he had prepared. 5So the attendants replied 
to the king, “Haman is out in the court.” “Bring him in,” the king ordered. 
6So Haman came in, and the king said, “What should I do to honor a man 
who truly pleases me?” Haman thought to himself, “Whom would the king 
wish to honor more than me?” 7So he replied, “If the king wishes to honor 
someone, 8he should bring out one of the king’s own royal robes, as well 
as a horse that the king himself has ridden—one with a royal emblem on 
its head. 9Let the robes and the horse be handed over to one of the king’s 
most noble officials. And let him see that the man whom the king wishes 
to honor is dressed in the king’s robes and led through the city square on 
the king’s horse. Have the official shout as they go, ‘This is what the king 
does for someone he wishes to honor!’” 10“Excellent!” the king said to 
Haman. “Quick! Take the robes and my horse, and do just as you have 
said for Mordecai the Jew, who sits at the gate of the palace. Leave out 
nothing you have suggested!” 11So Haman took the robes and put them 
on Mordecai, placed him on the king’s own horse, and led him through 
the city square, shouting, “This is what the king does for someone he 
wishes to honor!” 12Afterward Mordecai returned to the palace gate, but 
Haman hurried home dejected and completely humiliated. 
 

ü He will      you    . 


