
 

v Have you ever helped a stranger in distress? What happened? Did 
you consider not helping? Why? (Scared, busy, fear of being taken 
advantage of?) 

 
v What attitude or behavior does God want you to have that is most 

difficult to accept? 
 
v Who has been a Good Samaritan in your life? How can you be a 

Good Samaritan to someone in need? 
 
v What is your general reaction when someone on the street asks you 

for help? Why? 
 
v What do you think of the fact that Christ’s love is “indiscriminate”? 

Does it bother you to know that someone who has committed 
heinous crimes could be forgiven and welcomed as a prodigal? 

 
v Review the four greatest needs. Talk through with your small group 

each of these and ways you see these needs in others. 
 

 
Read the story of the Good Samaritan with your children. Help 
them see the great steps the Samaritan took to help someone 
who was his enemy. Talk about ways they could reach out to 

someone in need. Show them that it doesn’t have to be something so 
obvious as helping a person who was beaten up . . . There are many 
small ways to show great love every day! Invite someone who plays 
alone at recess to come and play with you & your friends. Smile and say 
hello to an elderly neighbor. Offer to help a teacher clean up the 
classroom without being asked. Challenge them to do an act of love 
and service every day this week and talk about them together at dinner 
or in the car. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bible Versions Used: NLT-New Living Translation; ESV-English Standard Version; 

GW-God’s Word Translation; NRSV-New Revised Standard Version 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

FOLLOWING JESUS 
 
 
John 6:38, 40, 45 (NLT) For I have come down from heaven to do the will 
of God who sent me, not to do my own will… For it is my Father’s will 
that all who see his Son and believe in him should have eternal life… As 
it is written in the Scriptures, ‘They will all be taught by God.’ Everyone 
who listens to the Father and learns from him comes to me. 
 
 
Luke 10:25-37 (ESV) 25And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the 
test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 26He said to 
him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” 27And he 
answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your 
neighbor as yourself.” 28And he said to him, “You have answered 
correctly; do this, and you will live.” 29But he, desiring to justify himself, 
said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30Jesus replied, “A man was 
going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who 
stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. 31Now 
by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him he 
passed by on the other side. 32So likewise a Levite, when he came to the 
place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan, as 
he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had 
compassion. 34He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil 
and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn 
and took care of him. 35And the next day he took out two denarii and 
gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever 
more you spend, I will repay you when I come back.’ 36Which of these 
three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among 
the robbers?” 37He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus 
said to him, “You go, and do likewise.” 
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It involves: 
 
 
1. S   what     . 
 
Luke 7:39, 44 (NRSV) Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw it, 
he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet, he would have known 
who and what kind of woman this is who is touching him—that she is a 
sinner."… Then turning toward the woman, he said to Simon, "Do you 
see this woman?” 
 
ü  The    of    . 
 
 

 
 
 
 
ü  The     of     . 
 
 

2. F   what     . 
 
Matthew 9:36 (ESV) When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for 
them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd. 
 
ü  It’s        . 
 
 
1 John 3:16-19 (NLT) We know what real love is because Jesus gave up 
his life for us. So we also ought to give up our lives for our brothers and 
sisters. If someone has enough money to live well and sees a brother or 
sister in need but shows no compassion—how can God’s love be in that 
person? Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; let 
us show the truth by our actions. Our actions will show that we belong 
to the truth, so we will be confident when we stand before God. 
 
ü  It’s       ! 
 
ü  It’s      ! 
 
 
Matthew 25:40, 46 (GW) “The king will answer them, ‘I can guarantee 
this truth: Whatever you did for one of my brothers or sisters, no matter 
how unimportant {they seemed}, you did for me.' …‘I can guarantee this 
truth: Whatever you failed to do for one of my brothers or sisters, no 
matter how unimportant {they seemed}, you failed to do for me.’” 
 
 
 
3. D   what     . 
 
John 15:13 (NRSV) No one has greater love than this, to lay down one's 
life for one's friend 


