
v What was the largest debt you’ve ever paid off, and how did it make
you feel?  How would it change your outlook and situation in life to
have all your debts paid off through the generosity of someone
else?

v What did it feel like the first time you consciously experienced God’s
forgiveness?

v Which of the scriptures from this outline, or images they express
about God’s forgiveness, do you find speak to you most meaning-
fully?  Which would you like to understand better?

v Why do you think some find God’s promises of forgiveness so hard
to believe or accept fully?  What obstacles did you find you person-
ally have to taking God’s promise of your forgiveness seriously?

v What idea about God’s forgiveness of you makes it easier for you to
be willing to forgive someone else?  Where could you use prayer as
you think about being forgiven and forgiving?

Take time and efforts this week to help your children understand 
God’s great forgiveness.  Look for ways to describe what that is 

like, such as deleting or erasing or “undoing” a mistake on a 
keyboard; wiping a whiteboard or blackboard clean; treating a 
person kindly when wronged by them, etc.  Remind them of what it 
feels like when they know they’ve been forgiven by you or someone 
for something.  Celebrate together in prayer God’s great forgiveness 
by memorizing one of the great verses about mercy from these 
notes. 

Bible Versions: NIV-New International Version; NLT-New Living Translation; TLB-The Living Bible; ESV-
English Standard Version; NRSV-New Revised Standard Version; GW-God’s Word Translation; ICB-

International Children’s Bible; NKJV-New King James Version; HCSB-Holman Christian Standard Bible  

 

The Power of Forgiveness
Today’s Bible Text - Matthew 18:21-35 (p.904) 

Two sides of the coin
ü I need to _______________, and ____________!

Jeremiah 2:22 (TLB)  “No amount of soap or lye can make you clean. 
You are stained with guilt that cannot ever be washed away. I see it 
always before me, the Lord God says.” 

Ephesians 4:32 (NLT)  Be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving 
one another, just as God through Christ has forgiven you. 

How God forgives
ü He __________ to us ______________________.

Psalm 78:38-39 (HCSB)  “He was compassionate; He atoned for their 
guilt and did not destroy them. He often turned his anger aside and 
did not unleash all his wrath. He remembered that they were only 
flesh, a wind that passes and does not return.”  

Revelation 1:5 (NLT)  All glory to him who loves us and has freed us 
from our sins by shedding his blood for us.  

ü He _______________ to us ____________.
Isaiah 55:7 (NKJV)  Let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts; Let him return to the LORD, and he 
will have mercy on him; And to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon.  
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ü He _______________ for us ________________!
Psalm 49:6-8 (HCSB)  “They trust in their wealth and boast of 
their abundant riches. Yet these cannot redeem a person or pay his 
ransom to God - since the price of redeeming him is too costly, one 
should forever stop trying.”  

Romans 8:32 (GW)  God didn't spare his own Son but handed him 
over to death for all of us. So he will also give us everything along 
with him. 

ü He _____________________ in us __________.
Exodus 34:6-7 (NLT)  “I am slow to anger and filled with unfailing love 
and faithfulness. I lavish unfailing love to a thousand generations. I 
forgive iniquity, rebellion, and sin. But I do not excuse the guilty.”  

Romans 3:22-26 (NIV)  Righteousness from God comes through faith 
in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, for all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by 
his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God 
presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. 
…He did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be 
just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. 

ü He _______________ to us _________________.
Colossians 2:13-14 (ICB)  God forgave all our sins.  We owed a debt 
because we broke God's laws. That debt listed all the rules we failed to 
follow. But God forgave us that debt. He took away that debt and nailed it to 
the cross. 

1 John 2:2 (NRSV)  He [Jesus] is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and 
not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.  

ü He ___________ for us ____________________.
Ephesians 1:4-7 (TLB)  Long ago, even before he made the world, 
God chose us to be his very own through what Christ would do for 

us; he decided then to make us holy in his eyes, without a single 
fault - we who stand before him covered with his love. His 
unchanging plan has always been to adopt us into his own family by 
sending Jesus Christ to die for us. And he did this because he 
wanted to! …So overflowing is his kindness toward us that he took 
away all our sins through the blood of his Son, by whom we are 
saved.  

More great scriptures on God’s forgiveness 
1 John 1:9 (NIV)  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will 
forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

Psalm 32:5 (NLT)  “Finally, I confessed all my sins to you and stopped 
trying to hide my guilt. I said to myself, ‘I will confess my rebellion to 
the LORD.’ And you forgave me! All my guilt is gone.”  

Isaiah 1:18 (NLT)  “Come now, let’s settle this,” says the LORD. 
“Though your sins are like scarlet, I will make them as white as snow. 
Though they are red like crimson, I will make them as white as wool.” 

Micah 7:19 (ESV)  “You will cast all our sins into the depths of the 
sea.”  

Psalm 103:12 (NLT)  “He has removed our sins as far from us as the 
east is from the west.”  

Isaiah 43:25 (NLT)  “I - yes, I alone - will blot out your sins for my own 
sake and will never think of them again.”  


