
 

v How have you discovered that there is purpose in your past? In what 
ways do you believe God wants to use your experiences to encourage 
others? Describe some for your small group. 

 
v Reflect on what you have heard today. What are a few things you 

found out about God from this message? What is you biggest 
takeaway? 

 
v Under point 2, “surrender your story,” there is a list of things you’re 

encouraged to give to God. Which of these do you find the most 
difficult? Which do you find the easiest? Why? 

 
v Regarding your “wounds,” has someone hurt you so deeply that you 

can’t stop thinking about the pain? Is there someone you say you 
never want to be like? Your bitterness makes you more like them 
than you know. The only way to find freedom and healing is to give 
the ache to God. What emotional wounds are you carrying? It’s time 
to allow God to heal them. How can others pray for you, that you 
might take steps toward forgiveness and releasing this experience for 
God’s use and His glory?  
 

v Someone once said, “If we had no shortcomings, there could be no 
overcomings.” Think about your weaknesses. What are they? Get 
vulnerable and share with your group. How might God use these 
shortcomings to encourage the life of another person? 

 
 

Take time to talk with your kids about your experiences as a family; 
the fun times as well as the tough times. As a family, think about the 
many lessons you have learned together. What are they? Ask your 
children what the greatest lesson they have learned so far in their life? 
How can they use what they have learned to encourage their friends? 
 

 

Bible Versions Used: NJB-New Jerusalem Bible; NCV-New Century Version; NLT-New Living Translation;  
TEV-Today’s English Version; MSG-The Message paraphrase; BBE-The Bible in Basic English;  

NRSV-New Revised Standard Version 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your Story Matters! 
 
Ephesians 2:10 (NLT) For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in 
Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. 
 
Psalm 139:16 (MSG) Like an open book, you watched me grow from conception 
to birth; all the stages of my life were spread out before you, The days of my life all 
prepared before I'd even lived one day.    
 
Psalm 33:14-15 (NJB) From the place where he sits he watches all who dwell on 
the earth; he alone molds their hearts, he understands all they do.  
 
Acts 9:13-15 (NLT) “But Lord,” exclaimed Ananias, “I’ve heard many people talk 
about the terrible things this man has done to the believers in Jerusalem! And he is 
authorized by the leading priests to arrest everyone who calls upon your name.” 
But the Lord said, “Go, for Saul is my chosen instrument to take my message to 
the Gentiles and to kings, as well as to the people of Israel.  

 
Making the Most of Your Story 
 
1. S   your story. 
 

Galatians 3:4 (TEV) Did all your experience mean nothing at all? Surely it 
meant something! 
 
Deuteronomy 32:7 (NCV) Remember the old days. Think of the years 
already passed. Ask your father and he will tell you; ask your older leaders 
and they will inform you.  
 

Ø What        ? 
 
Ø What        ? 
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John 13:7 (NLT) Jesus replied, “You don’t understand now what I am doing, 
but someday you will.” 
 
Ø Where       ? 
 
Philippians 1:12 (NLT) And I want you to know, my dear brothers and 
sisters, that everything that has happened to me here has helped to spread the 
Good News.  
 
Deuteronomy 6:10-12, 8:2 (NLT)  “The LORD your God will soon bring you 
into the land he swore to give you … When you have eaten your fill in this 
land, be careful not to forget the LORD, who rescued you from slavery in the 
land of Egypt... Remember how the LORD your God led you through the 
wilderness.” 
 
 

2. S    your story! 
 
Psalm 37:5 (BBE) Put your life in the hands of the Lord; have faith in him 
and he will do it. 
 
2 Corinthians 1:9 (TLB) We felt we were doomed to die and saw how 
powerless we were to help ourselves; but that was good, for then we put 
everything into the hands of God, who alone could save us, for he can even 
raise the dead. 
 
Ø Give God your   . 
 
Ø Give God your    . 
 
Proverbs 20:30 (NRSV) Blows that wound cleanse away evil; beatings make 
clean the innermost parts. 
 
Ø Give God your    . 
 
Ephesians 2:10 (MSG) No, we neither make nor save ourselves. God does 
both the making and saving. He creates each of us by Christ Jesus to join him 
in the work he does, the good work he has gotten ready for us to do, work we 
had better be doing. 

Ø Give God your     . 
 
Ø Give God your    . 
 
Ø Give God your    . 
 
 

3. S   your story. 
 
1 Timothy 1:15-16 (NLT) “Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners”—and I am the worst of them all. But God had mercy on me so that 
Christ Jesus could use me as a prime example of his great patience with even 
the worst sinners. Then others will realize that they, too, can believe in him 
and receive eternal life. 
 
 

4. F     in God’s story! 
 
1 Thessalonians 1:8 (MSG) The word has gotten around. Your lives are 
echoing the Master's Word, not only in the provinces but all over the place. 
The news of your faith in God is out. We don't even have to say anything 
anymore—you're the message! 


