
 

v Do you tend to be quick or slow to forgive? Is there an action or 
event within a situation that prompts or frees you to forgive? In other 
words, is your forgiveness somehow contingent on what the 
“offender” says or does? Explain your answer. 

 
v How has God’s forgiveness of you affected your life and your 

willingness to forgive? Has it helped you forgive quickly and fully? 
Has it made you more aware of your responsibility to forgive & 
you’re “working on it?” 

 
v Which of the following is hardest for you to do? Ask for forgiveness; 

give forgiveness; forgive over and over; or forgive and forget. 
 
v What is the connection between forgiveness, health, and 

wholeness? (Job 21:23-25) 
 
v Reread Matthew 18:21-35.  

o Which character in this parable can you most relate to & why? 
o If you were the master, how would you have felt when the 
servant refused to forgive a fellow servant’s debt — right after you 
had forgiven his huge debt? 
o What is the comparison between the two servants’ debts (vv. 
24, 28)? Their pleas (vv. 26, 29)? The decision about their case 
(vv. 27, 30)? 
o In refusing to be merciful to others, what do we deny ourselves 
(vv. 31-34)? 

 
Talk with your children about a time when they were wronged. 
Have them recall how it felt to be hurt by a friend or family 
member. Were they able to forgive quickly? How did that affect the 

relationship? Did it make them feel better to forgive and move on? Or, did 
they continue to think or dwell on the hurt? Did that extend the time of 
hurt or anger? Did it make them feel better to sit in their hurt or anger for 
a while? Help them see that being unforgiving hurts everyone involved. 
The original offense generally hurts one person, but unforgiveness hurts 
both you and them. Remind them that God forgives us each and every 
time we act wrongly. He isn’t asking us to do anything he’s not already 
doing! 
 
 

Bible Versions: NLT-New Living Translation; TLB-The Living Bible; ESV-English Standard Version;  
TEV-Today’s English Version; HCSB-Holman Christian Standard Bible  

 
 

 
 

BEING FORGIVEN FORGIVERS 
Today’s Bible Text - Matthew 18:21-35 (p.904) 

 
God’s work               ! 
 
Colossians 3:12-13, 15 (NLT) Since God chose you to be the holy people 
he loves, you must clothe yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, 
kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. Make allowance for each 
other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord 
forgave you, so you must forgive others. And let the peace that comes 
from Christ rule in your hearts. 
 
ü  His     . 
 
Ephesians 4:26-32 (ESV) Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go 
down on your anger, and give no opportunity to the devil...And do not 
grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of 
redemption. Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and 
slander be put away from you, along with all malice. Be kind to one 
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave 
you. 
 
ü  His     . 
 
 

The inconsistency of unforgiving 
 

ü  Unforgiving is    .  
 

Matthew 18:32-33 (HCSB) “Then, after he had summoned him, his 
master said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt 
because you begged me. Shouldn’t you also have had mercy on 
your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’” 
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ü  Unforgiving is    . 
 

Hebrews 12:15 (TLB) Watch out that no bitterness takes root among 
you, for as it springs up it causes deep trouble, hurting many in their 
spiritual lives. 

 
• It     . 

 
Proverbs 18:19 (ESV) A brother offended is more unyielding than a 
strong city, and quarreling is like the bars of a castle. 

 
• It     . 

 

• It     . 
 

• It     . 
 

1 John 2:11 (ESV) But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness 
and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is going, 
because the darkness has blinded his eyes. 

 
 

ü  Unforgiving is    . 
 

Job 21:23-25 (TEV) Some people stay healthy till the day they die; 
they die happy and at ease, their bodies well-nourished. Others have 
no happiness at all; they live and die with bitter hearts. 

 
 

ü  Unforgiving is    . 
 

Mark 11:25 (NLT) “But when you are praying, first forgive anyone you 
are holding a grudge against, so that your Father in heaven will 
forgive your sins, too.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Freedom of the Forgiver 
(Taken from Matthew 18:21-35) 
 
 
1.  He      . 
 

Matthew 18:27 (HCSB) Then the master of that slave had compassion, 
released him, and forgave him the loan. 

 
ü  You      their           ! 

 
 
2.  He      . 
 

ü  You      their           ! 
 

Ephesians 4:32 (NLT) Be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving 
one another, just as God through Christ has forgiven you. 

 
 
3.  He      . 
 

ü  You     their    ! 
 

Matthew 18:26 (HCSB)  “At this, the slave fell facedown before him 
and said, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you everything!’” 

 
Luke 21:19 (KJV) In your patience possess ye your souls. 

 
 
4.  He    . 
 

Romans 12:19 (ESV) Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to 
the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, 
says the Lord.” 

 
ü  You       to           ! 
 
ü  You     from            ! 


