
 
 

v How has your understanding and appreciation of this story of the 
Magi’s worship changed since you first heard it? What do you find 
surprising or curious about the story still? 

 
v Think about how God brought about the Christmas story for Mary 

& Joseph. (Angels, virgin conception & birth, visionary dreams, an 
Emperor’s taxation & census, Shepherds’ visitation, the Magi’s 
appearance & worship) What would their thoughts and feelings be?  
How would it make them feel about their baby?  

 
v In thinking about the place of Myrrh in the Messiah’s life story – 

When have you experienced a “gift” in suffering? When have you 
seen sufferings transformed in (yours or someone else’s) real life? 
How can we transform sufferings? What scriptures can you find that 
give help with this? (Hint - check out James 1; Romans 5; Romans 8) 

 
v What scriptures from this week’s message speak powerfully to you? 
 
v What’s your biggest takeaway from this year’s Christmas season’s 

reflections?  ow can your group pray for you about this? 
 
If you haven’t already done so, read the story from Matthew 2:1-
11 with your children. As best you can, share the significance of 

the gifts the “wise men” brought to Jesus and what they symbolize about 
Jesus’ being a King, a Priest, and a suffering Savior. Ask your children 
what is the most fun gift they’ve given someone. Ask them what they 
have that they would give Jesus as a gift if they were going to worship 
him, and why. Talk together as a family about what you would give 
Jesus if you had the ability to give him ANYTHING. Be sure to thank 
God as a family for the gift Jesus is to us all!  
 
 
 

 
Bible Versions Used: HCSB-Holman Christian Standard Bible; ESV-English Standard Version; 

NLT-New Living Translation; NIV-New International Version; NRSV-New Revised Standard Version; 
MSG-The Message Paraphrase; NJB-New Jerusalem Bible 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Martyred Servant! 
Matthew 2:1-2, 9-11 (p.886) 

 
Isaiah 53:11-12 (NIV)  “After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life 
and be satisfied…My righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their 
iniquities. Therefore I will give him a portion among the great…because he 
poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he 
bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.”  
 

Incredible wisdom in gift giving! 
 
Matthew 2:9-11 (HCSB)  After hearing the king, they went on their way. 
And there it was—the star they had seen in the east! It led them until it 
came and stopped above the place where the child was. When they saw the 
star, they were overjoyed beyond measure. Entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother, and falling to their knees, they worshiped him. 
Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts: gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. 

 
 

The message in the Myrrh 
 

  Ø  It’s mostly       . 
 
Mark 15:22-24 (MSG)  The soldiers brought Jesus to Golgotha, meaning 
“Skull Hill.” They offered him a mild painkiller (wine mixed with myrrh), 
but he wouldn't take it. And they nailed him to the cross.  
 
John 19:38-40 (HCSB)   Joseph of Arimathea…asked Pilate that he might 
remove Jesus’ body. Pilate gave him permission, so he came and took his 
body away. Nicodemus…also came, bringing a mixture of about 75 pounds 
of myrrh and aloes.  Then they took Jesus’ body and wrapped it in linen 
cloths with the aromatic spices, according to the burial custom of the Jews.  
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A “Myrrish” Messiah 
 

1. The most      of   
   . 
 
Matthew 16:21-23 (ESV)  Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go 
to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter took him 
aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall 
never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, 
Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the 
things of God, but on the things of man.”  
 

  Ø  Sorrow is       . 
 

  Ø  Sorrow is       . 
 

  Ø  Sorrow can       ! 
 
 

2. A most      for   
   . 
 
Isaiah 53:3-5 (NIV)  He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sor-
rows, and familiar with suffering…Surely he took up our infirmities and 
carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, 
and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for 
our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by 
his wounds we are healed.  
 
1 Timothy 2:5-6 (NJB)  For there is only one God, and there is only one 
mediator between God and humanity, himself a human being, Christ Jesus, 
who offered himself as a ransom for all. This was the witness given at the 
appointed time, 
 
John 12:23-24, 27, 32-34 (NLT)  “The time has come for the Son of Man to 
enter into his glory. I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat is planted in 
the soil and dies, it remains alone. But its death will produce many new 
kernels - a plentiful harvest of new lives…Now my soul is deeply troubled. 
Should I pray, ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But this is the very reason I 

came! ...And when I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone to my-
self.” He said this to indicate how he was going to die. 
 

3. The most      of   
   . 

 
Philippians 2:5-11 (NRSV)  Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of 
God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but 
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient 
to the point of death - even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly 
exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father.  
 
Isaiah 60:2-6 (NIV)  See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over 
the peoples, but the LORD rises upon you and his glory appears over you. 
Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your 
dawn...The wealth on the seas will be brought to you, to you the riches of the 
nations will come. Herds of camels will cover your land, young camels of 
Midian and Ephah. And all from Sheba will come, bearing gold and incense 
and proclaiming the praise of the LORD.  
 
Psalm 72:8-11 (NIV)  He will rule from sea to sea and from the River to the 
ends of the earth. The desert tribes will bow before him and his enemies will 
lick the dust. The kings of Tarshish and of distant shores will bring tribute to 
him; the kings of Sheba and Seba will present him gifts. All kings will bow 
down to him and all nations will serve him.  
 

  Ø  We come to him      ! 


