
 

v Review the RIBS acronym regarding the Holy Spirit’s initiating work 
in our lives.  Which of these speaks most powerfully to you about 
God’s saving work in you?  Is there one you didn’t understand or 
would like to understand better?  Can you restate each of the RIBS 
points in your own words? (For example: REGENERATES – “He 
makes me come alive like a new-born child to God.”) 

 
v Notice Jesus’ teaching about the Holy Spirit in John 14:15-18, 23-

27.  What do his words reveal about the identity of the Holy Spirit?  
What significant things about the Spirit’s ministry do you find in 
these words?  

 
v Note Jesus’ words about the Holy Spirit in John 16:7-15.  Who 

does the Holy Spirit lead us to focus on?  Notice again Paul’s words 
from the outline – 2 Corinthians 3:18 – how is this verse related to 
Jesus’ words about the Holy Spirit?  How are Paul’s words in 1 
Corinthians 2:12-14 related to Jesus’ words?  When have you 
observed spiritual truths seeming foolish to people who aren’t 
believers?  

 
v How do you seek to be filled with the Holy Spirit daily?  When have 

you seen evidence of the Spirit empowering you in a way that was 
unmistakable?  In what area of your life do you find yourself especi-
ally seeking the Holy Spirit’s power and leading at this time?  How 
can your group pray for you in this? 

 
Help your children begin to grasp the unique identity of the Holy 
Spirit. The concept of the Trinity can be confusing to anyone, but 
children have the ability to accept its truth without having a com-

plete intellectual understanding! The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are the 
one God, not three Gods. They are also distinct “persons.” An analogy - 
Ice, water, and steam are equally H2O. Children can grasp the Father and 
Son as God; they must learn that the Holy Spirit is living in us to make all 
that the Father has planned and the Son has lived and died for to 
become real and personal in our lives. Help them understand that the 
Holy Spirit is “he,” not “it.” He’s the personal, living God! Memorize this 
verse as a family this week: Galatians 4:6 (TEV) To show that you are his 
children, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts. 

 
 
 

 
Bible Versions Used: NIV-New International Version; NLT-New Living Translation; MSG-The Message 
Paraphrase; TEV-Today’s English Version; NCV-New Century Version; NAS-New American Standard 

 

The Holy Spirit’s Awesome Work 
 
John 14:16-18 (NCV)  “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
Helper to be with you forever - the Spirit of truth. The world cannot 
accept him, because it does not see him or know him. But you know 
him, because he lives with you and he will be in you. I will not leave you 
all alone like orphans…” 
 

A formula worth knowing: 
 

RIBS + Filling – GQ + 1J1:9 = GP2 
 
His initiating work in me 

 

  ü  He R______________ my ___________________. 
 

Titus 3:5-6 (NAS)  He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we 
have done in righteousness, but according to his mercy, by the 
washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom he 
poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior.  

 
 

  ü  He I__________ me _______________________. 
 

Romans 8:9 (TEV)  Do not live as your human nature tells you to…live 
as the Spirit tells you to - if, in fact, God's Spirit lives in you. Who-
ever does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.  

 
 

  ü  He B___________ me _____________________.  
 

1 Corinthians 12:13 (NLT)  We have all been baptized into Christ's 
body by one Spirit, and we have all received the same Spirit.  
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Galatians 3:27 (NIV)  All of you who were baptized into Christ have 
clothed yourselves with Christ.  

 
 

  ü  He S_____ me, ___________________________. 
 

Ephesians 1:13 (NIV)  Having believed, you were marked in him with 
a seal, the promised Holy Spirit. 

 
2 Corinthians 5:5 (TEV)  He gave us his Spirit as the guarantee of all 
that he has in store for us.  

 
 

My ongoing work with him 
 

1. A_____________ the Spirit’s _________________. 
 

John 16:5-7 (TEV)  “Now I am going to him who sent me…And now 
that I have told you, your hearts are full of sadness. But I am telling 
you the truth: it is better for you that I go away, because if I do not 
go, the Helper will not come to you. But if I do go away, then I will 
send him to you…” 
 
 

2. L________________________________ the Spirit! 
 

John 14:25-26; 16:12-14 (TEV)  “I have told you all these things while I 
am with you. But the Helper will teach you everything and will cause 
you to remember all that I told you. This Helper is the Holy Spirit 
whom the Father will send in my name…I have much more to tell 
you, but now it would be too much for you to bear. When, however, 
the Spirit comes, who reveals the truth about God, he will lead you 
into all the truth. He will not speak on his own authority, but he will 
speak of what he hears and will tell you of things to come. He will 
give me glory, because he will take what I say and tell it to you.” 

 

  ü  The _____________ God 
 

  ü  The _____________ God 
 

1 Corinthians 2:11-12 (TEV)  It is only our own spirit within us that 
knows all about us; in the same way, only God's Spirit knows all 

about God…we have received the Spirit sent by God, so that we 
may know all that God has given us.  
 

  ü  The ___________ God 
 

2 Corinthians 13:14 (MSG)  The amazing grace of the Master, Jesus 
Christ, the extravagant love of God, the intimate friendship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with all of you.  
 
 

3. Y__________ the Spirit’s ____________________! 
 

Galatians 3:3 (NCV)  You began your life in Christ by the Spirit. Now 
are you trying to make it complete by your own power? That is 
foolish.  

 
Ephesians 5:18 (NLT)  Don't be drunk with wine, because that will 
ruin your life. Instead, let the Holy Spirit fill and control you.  
 
 
 

Some great scriptures on this truth 
 

Ephesians 6:10 (NAS)  Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his 
might.  

 
Ephesians 3:16 (NAS)  Be strengthened with power through his Spirit 
in the inner man.  

 
Ephesians 3:20 (NIV)  Now to him who is able to do immeasurably 
more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at 
work within us…  

 
Colossians 1:11 (NIV)  Being strengthened with all power according 
to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and 
patience.  

 
Galatians 5:16 (NCV)  Live by following the Spirit. Then you will not 
do what your sinful selves want.  

 
Galatians 5:25 (NIV)  Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step 
with the Spirit.  

 
Romans 8:5,14 (NLT)  Those who are controlled by the Holy Spirit 
think about things that please the Spirit…For all who are led by the 
Spirit of God are children of God.  
 


