
 
v What is your understanding of experiential and intellectual 

knowledge of God? What are some experiences that have shown 
you the nature and character of God? 

 
v Sometimes people say that heaven sounds boring. How does the 

fact that God is incomprehensible yet knowable help to answer that 
objection? 

 
v What ‘spiritual baggage’ are you carrying with you? As you come to 

know God more fully and deeply are you identifying what you can let 
go of? Share some of this with your group and ask that they pray for 
you as you seek to know and understand God more. 

 
v How can we be sure that when we reach heaven God will not tell us 

that most of what we had learned about him was wrong, and that we 
would have to forget what we had learned and begin to learn 
different things about him? 

 
v In the ‘knowing God requires’ section, which of the four points are 

you most confident or comfortable with? With which do you 
struggle? Spend time in prayer confessing your weaknesses to God 
and asking for guidance as you grow in your relationship with him. 

 
v Do you want to go on knowing God more and more deeply for all 

eternity? Why or why not? Would you like some time to be able to 
know God exhaustively? Why or why not? 

 
Talk with your children about how they can get to know God better. 
Help them understand that a friendship with God is similar to a 
friendship with anyone else – you have to get to know one another! 

Show them three ways this week that they can learn more abut him: Read 
the Bible together and talk about what you learn about him in what you 
read; Pray together and let them see how prayer is a conversation where 
we both talk to God and we listen to him; Talk about God and share what 
you know and ask them what they know. As they learn to do these three 
things they will increase both their intellectual and their experiential 
knowledge of God. This is how he becomes a personal friend to your 
child! 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Versions: CEV-Common English Version; TLB-The Living Bible; 
ESV-English Standard Version; NASB77-New American Standard Bible  (1977) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Getting to Know God 
 
John 17:3 (ESV)  And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 
 
Jeremiah 9:23-24 (ESV)  Thus says the LORD: “Let not the wise man boast 
in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich 
man boast in his riches, but let him who boasts boast in this, that he 
understands and knows me, that I am the LORD who practices steadfast 
love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in these things I delight, 
declares the LORD.” 
 
1.  Consider the meaning        
         . 
 

üIt’s based on what              ,  
   not simply what               . 

 

üIt must be        , not merely  
      . 

 
John 7:45-46 (ESV)  The officers then came to the chief priests and 
Pharisees, who said to them, “Why did you not bring him?”  The 
officers answered, “No one ever spoke like this man!” 
 
John 14:8-9 (ESV)  Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it 
is enough for us.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, 
and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen 
the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?” 
 
Psalm 34:8 (ESV)  Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! Blessed is 
the man who takes refuge in him! 
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2.  Understand the limits       
         . 
 

Psalm 145:3 (CEV)  You are wonderful, LORD, and you deserve all 
praise, because you are much greater than anyone can understand. 

 

ü  It can never      . 
 
ü  It must never      . 

 
Deuteronomy 29:29 (ESV)  “The secret things belong to the LORD our 
God, but the things that are revealed belong to us.” 

 
3.  Examine the contents        
         . 
 
Knowing God requires that we: 
 
üBe      . 

 
Matthew 11:2-3 (ESV)  Now when John heard in prison about the 
deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples and said to him, 
“Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 

 
üBe      . 

 
1 John 2:4 (CEV)  But if we claim to know him and don't obey him, we 
are lying and the truth isn't in our hearts. 

 
üBe      . 

 
Psalm 25:14 (TLB)  Friendship with God is reserved for those who 
reverence him. With them alone he shares the secrets of his 
promises. 

 
üBe     . 

 
John 20:27 (NASB77)  He said to Thomas "Reach here your finger, and 
see My hands; and reach here your hand, and put it into My side;  
and be not unbelieving, but believing." 

God’s Revelation Through Scripture 
 
Given by God’s inspiration.  (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:19–21) 
The very words of God.  (1 Thes. 2:13) 
All we need to know God.  (Luke 16:29, 31) 
A perfect guide for life.  (Prov. 6:23) 
Pure.  (Ps. 12:6; 119:140) 
True.  (Ps. 119:160; John 17:17) 
Trustworthy.  (Prov. 30:5–6) 
Perfect.  (Ps. 19:7) 
Effective.  (Isa. 55:11) 
Powerful.  (Heb. 4:12) 
Not to be taken from or added to.  (Deut. 4:2; 12:32) 
For everyone.  (Rom. 16:25–27) 
Standard by which all teaching is to be tested.  (Acts 17:11) 
To be obeyed.  (Jas. 1:22) 
 
 
Speaking poetically, the Scriptures also claim to be: 
 

Sweet like honey.  (Ps. 19:10) 
A lamp to guide our life.  (Ps. 119:105) 
Food for our soul.  (Jer. 15:16)  
A fire that purifies and a hammer that breaks us.  (Jer. 23:29) 
A sword.  (Heb. 4:12) 
A seed for salvation planted in us.  (Jas. 1:21) 
Milk that nourishes us.  (1 Pet. 2:2) 
 
 
 
 
Taken from: “Doctrine: What Christians Should Know” by Mark 
Driscoll & Gerry Breshears 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions or comments? shaneham@northpointe.org 


