
 
v Shane gave three characteristics of God’s patience. Does one of 

these resonate with you more than the others? Why? In what 
situation or experience have you discovered the depth or layers of 
his patience towards you? 

 
v Reread Psalm 78:35-39. Can you see yourself in this passage? 

Spend time in prayer confessing your failure to remember God as 
rock and redeemer and thank him for the love and patience he 
continues to display to you. 

 
v Of the four points on the inside pages, which are you most grateful 

for? Share this with your small group and describe circumstances 
that have caused you to rest in that part of his character. 

 
v Look again at the story of the fig tree (Luke 13:6-9). How does this 

story support the warning above it? Does this make you feel you 
have something to fear or does it make you grateful that God has 
been patient with you, waiting as you grow and develop? Talk about 
the chances that God continues to give you, share what steps you 
are taking toward growth and bearing fruit. 

 
 
 

 
It’s important for our children to really understand that God loves 
us “no matter what.” In order for them to really internalize this, we 

need to repeat it often and in different ways. This week, use point two to 
help drive this idea home. God has created each of us with huge 
potential to be used for his service and his glory. We all fall short of that 
potential, but he still loves us. Help them see that God is looking at all we 
can be not focusing on the areas that we fall short. What a good God we 
serve! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Versions:  HCSB-Holman Christian Standard Bible; ESV-English Standard Version;  
MSG-The Message Paraphrase; NLT – New Living Translation; AMP –Amplified Bible;  

NIV – New International Version; NEB – New English Bible; Phillips NT – Phillips New Testament; 
TLB – The Living Bible 

 

 
 

The Patient God 
 
1 Timothy 1:12-17 (NLT)  I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me 
strength to do his work. He considered me trustworthy and appointed me 
to serve him, even though I used to blaspheme the name of Christ. In my 
insolence, I persecuted his people. But God had mercy on me because I 
did it in ignorance and unbelief. Oh, how generous and gracious our Lord 
was! He filled me with the faith and love that come from Christ Jesus. 
This is a trustworthy saying, and everyone should accept it: “Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners”—and I am the worst of them all. But 
God had mercy on me so that Christ Jesus could use me as a prime 
example of his great patience with even the worst sinners. Then others 
will realize that they, too, can believe in him and receive eternal life. All 
honor and glory to God forever and ever! He is the eternal King, the 
unseen one who never dies; he alone is God. Amen. 
 

Ø His patience means      
   . 

 

Ø His patience is     . 
 

Ø His patience is               . 
 

Isaiah 30:18 (AMP)  And therefore the Lord [earnestly] waits [expecting, 
looking, and longing] to be gracious to you; and therefore He lifts 
Himself up, that He may have mercy on you and show loving-kindness 
to you. 
 
Psalm 78:35-39 (NLT)  Then they remembered that God was their rock, 
that God Most High was their redeemer. But all they gave him was lip 
service; they lied to him with their tongues. Their hearts were not loyal 
to him. They did not keep his covenant. Yet he was merciful and 
forgave their sins and did not destroy them all. Many times he held 
back his anger and did not unleash his fury! For he remembered that 
they were merely mortal, gone like a breath of wind that never returns. 
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What Does This Mean For Me? 
 
1.  God allows me               . 
 

Hebrews 4:14-16 (MSG)  Now that we know what we have—Jesus, this 
great High Priest with ready access to God—let's not let it slip through 
our fingers. We don't have a priest who is out of touch with our reality. 
He's been through weakness and testing, experienced it all—all but 
the sin. So let's walk right up to him and get what he is so ready to 
give. Take the mercy, accept the help. 

 
Ø WARNING!  Don’t confuse God’s    

with God’s   . 
 

2 Peter 3:9 (NIV)  He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, 
but everyone to come to repentance. 

 
Romans 2:4 (NEB)  Do you think lightly of His wealth and kindness, of 
tolerance, and of patience, without recognizing that God’s kindness is 
meant to lead you to a change of heart? 

 
Luke 13:6-9 (NLT)  Then Jesus told this story: “A man planted a fig tree 
in his garden and came again and again to see if there was any fruit on 
it, but he was always disappointed. Finally, he said to his gardener, 
‘I’ve waited three years, and there hasn’t been a single fig! Cut it 
down. It’s just taking up space in the garden.’ “The gardener 
answered, ‘Sir, give it one more chance. Leave it another year, and I’ll 
give it special attention and plenty of fertilizer. If we get figs next year, 
fine. If not, then you can cut it down.’” 

 
 
 
2.  God concentrates on      
        , not               ! 
 

Titus 2:11-12, 14 (HCSB)  For the grace of God has appeared with 
salvation for all people, instructing us to deny godlessness and worldly 
lusts and to live in a sensible, righteous, and godly way in the present 
age… He gave Himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to 
cleanse for Himself a people for His own possession, eager to do 
good works. 

3.  God watches     , more  
     than He does     . 
 

Psalm 103:10-14 (ESV)  He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities… As a father shows com-
passion to his children, so the LORD shows compassion to those who 
fear him. For he knows our frame; he remembers that we are dust. 

 
Ø WARNING!  Don’t      

God’s patience! 
 
 
 
4.  God works     , but not 
        . 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:23 (Phillips NT)  May the God of peace make you holy 
through and through. May you be kept in soul and mind and body in 
spotless integrity until the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who 
calls you is utterly faithful and he will finish what he has set out to do. 

 
Philippians 1:6 (TLB)  And I am sure that God who began the good 
work within you will keep right on helping you grow in his grace until 
his task within you is finally finished on that day when Jesus Christ 
returns. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions or comments?   shaneham@northpointe.org 


