
v Look at the title of this message. Do you feel friends are a necessity 
in your life? Why or why not? Share with your group some of the 
unique qualities or circumstances you’ve seen in your friendships 
over the years. Talk about how the depth of your friendships have 
changed from youth to maturity and from non- or immature believer 
to where you are today in your relationship with Christ. 

 
v Think about the saying, “Friends are the family we choose for 

ourselves.” Do you agree? Who in your life would you make blood 
family if you could? Why? Who in your family do you wish could be a 
better friend to you or that you could be a better friend to? What 
steps will you take to make that happen? Tell someone and ask them 
to check back with you to see the progress you’re making. 

 
v Read again Acts 20:36-27 & 21:1-6. Think back to a time of trial or 

crisis in your life. Who was with you? Who cried when you cried and 
prayed for you? What friend or group surrounded you? Who did you 
talk through a major decision with? Are they still in your life today? 
Remembering that ‘friendships are made, not just discovered,’ take a 
moment to thank God for them and then contact them with a specific 
word of thanks (phone, text, card, etc.). 

 
v In the final point, Shane talked about how friendship is eternal. Who 

are you sharing time, feelings, opinions, etc. with? Is that friend a 
believer in Christ? What are you willing to risk to ensure that 
friendship lasts into eternity? You can start by using the Impact Card 
from your bulletin and committing to pray for them daily. Take the 
next step and share your heart with them, telling them why Christ 
matters in your life and that you want them to know him too. 

 
Talk with your children around the table this week about what it 
means to be a friend. Help them come up with words that describe 
what kind of a friend they’d like to have (kind, listener, helper, 

funny, etc.). Then turn the conversation and have them think of times when 
they’ve displayed that characteristic as a friend (When Sara was crying I 
was kind because I gave her a hug.). Change the conversation once again 
and talk through how Jesus is that kind of a friend to us (Jesus is a good 
listener. I can tell him anything!). Pray together that you’ll all be this kind of 
friend to others. Memorize Matthew 7:12 together. 
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The Unique Necessity of Friends 
 
 
Proverbs 18:24 (ESV)  A man of many companions may come to ruin, but 
there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother. 
 
Proverbs 27:9 (CEV)  The sweet smell of incense can make you feel good, 
but true friendship is better still. 
 
Proverbs 17:17 (ESV)  A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for 
adversity. 
 
 

Why so special?  
 
Ø It points back               . 
 

See: Genesis 2-3 
 
Ø It expresses        

   . 
 

Genesis 1:26 (ESV)  Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness.” 

 
John 17:21-22 (ESV)  That they may all be one, just as you, Father, are 
in me, and I in you…that they may be one even as we are one. 

 
Ø It’s the only relationship     

   . 
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What’s it look like? 
 

Acts 20:36-37, 21:1-6 (NCV, NIV)  When Paul had said this, he knelt 
down with all of them and prayed. And they all cried because Paul 
had said they would never see him again. They put their arms around 
him and kissed him. Then they went with him to the ship… After we 
had torn ourselves away from them, we put out to sea and sailed 
straight to Cos. The next day we went to Rhodes and from there to 
Patara. We found a ship crossing over to Phoenicia, went on board 
and set sail. After sighting Cyprus and passing to the south of it, we 
sailed on to Syria. We landed at Tyre, where our ship was to unload 
its cargo. Finding the disciples there, we stayed with them seven 
days. Through the Spirit they urged Paul not to go on to Jerusalem. 
But when our time was up, we left and continued on our way. All the 
disciples and their wives and children accompanied us out of the city, 
and there on the beach we knelt to pray. After saying good-by to 
each other, we went aboard the ship, and they returned home. 

 
1.  Friendships are       
    . 
 
2.  Friendships are    ,    
   . 
 
3.  Friendships are   ,     
    . 
 

Ø They share     . 
 

Ø They share     . 
 

Ø They share     . 
 

Proverbs 27:6 (NCV)  The slap of a friend can be trusted to help you, 
but the kisses of an enemy are nothing but lies. 

 
Ø They share     . 

 
Proverbs 17:9 (ESV)  Whoever covers an offense seeks love, but he 
who repeats a matter separates close friends. 

Ø They share     . 
 

Ø They share     . 
 

James 3:17 (NIV)  The wisdom that comes from heaven is… 
submissive. 

 
Proverbs 18:1 (HCSB)  One who isolates himself pursues selfish 
desires; he rebels against all sound judgment. 

 
Ø They share     . 

 
Philippians 1:9-11 (NCV)  This is my prayer for you: that your love will 
grow more and more; that you will have knowledge and under-
standing with your love; that you will see the difference between 
good and bad and will choose the good; that you will be pure and 
without wrong for the coming of Christ; that you will do many good 
things with the help of Christ to bring glory and praise to God. 

 
4.  Friendships are    . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions or comments? shaneham@northpointe.org 


