
v In the first section, Shane lists five reasons why marriages struggle. If 
you are married, which of these is most evident in your marriage? 
What steps will you take this week to change that? If you are not 
married, think of a past marriage or relationship that has ended; 
which of these played the largest role in ending it? What are you 
doing today to ensure that it doesn’t play a negative role in your 
future relationships? 

 
v Review the statements on the My Marriage Commitment card. 

Regardless of your ‘relationship status’, take time to pray each 
statement over your current or future marriage. Ask God for the 
strength, desire, and perseverance to make this commitment to your 
(future) spouse and, with his help, to prevail! Write each statement 
out, making it personal and putting in your spouse’s name. 

 
v What are your thoughts on marriage as friendship (point #2)? Do you 

share a deep friendship with your spouse? Remembering Shane’s 
message from last week, are you “making” friends with your spouse? 
What do you do to ensure that your friendship in your love 
relationship continues to grow and thrive? 

 
v In point four, Shane talked about how our marriage is an opportunity 

to grow spiritually mature. If you are married, the number one person 
God uses to grow your character is your spouse. How does your 
spouse challenge you to grow? In what ways do they push you to do 
or be more in your relationship with Jesus? How do you do this for 
them? What could you both start doing today to help one another? 

 
Have a frank conversation with your children about your marriage. 
Own your successes and failures. Share honestly, at their level, 
about what has worked and what hasn’t. Ask them what they think 

& feel about it. Address any fears that divorce or break-ups may have 
caused them, if applicable. If they feel super confident about your 
marriage, remind them of the work that you’ve put into it. Above all, 
make sure that they understand the status of your marriage has no 
bearing on how much you love them and will care for them always! 
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God’s Design for Marriage 
 
Matthew 19:1-8 (NIV)  When Jesus had finished saying these things, he left 
Galilee and went into the region of Judea to the other side of the Jordan. 
Large crowds followed him, and he healed them there. Some Pharisees 
came to him to test him. They asked, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his 
wife for any and every reason?" "Haven't you read," he replied, "that at 
the beginning the Creator 'made them male and female,' and said, 'For 
this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his 
wife, and the two will become one flesh'? So they are no longer two, but 
one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate." 
"Why then," they asked, "did Moses command that a man give his wife a 
certificate of divorce and send her away?" Jesus replied, "Moses 
permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But 
it was not this way from the beginning." 
 
 

Why Marriages Struggle 
 
Ø The      of     

   . 
 
Ø The      of             . 
 

Proverbs 18:1 (CEV)  It's selfish and stupid to think only of yourself. 
 
Ø The     of      

    . 
 
Ø The      for     

  . 
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Ø The       about   
    . 

 
1 Corinthians 7:7 (NLT)  But I wish everyone were single, just as I am. 
But God gives to some the gift of marriage, and to others the gift of 
singleness. 

 
 
 

What Is Marriage Anyway? 
 
1.  Marriage is     . 
 

Genesis 2:24 (AMP)  Therefore a man shall leave his father and his 
mother and shall become united and cleave to his wife, and they shall 
become one flesh. 

 
Ezekiel 16:6-14 (MSG)  "'And then I came by. I saw you all miserable 
and bloody. Yes, I said to you, lying there helpless and filthy…you 
were naked and vulnerable, fragile and exposed. I came by again and 
saw you, saw that you were ready for love and a lover. I took care of 
you, dressed you and protected you. I promised you my love and 
entered the covenant of marriage with you. I, GOD, the Master, gave 
my word. You became mine. I gave you a good bath, washing off all 
that old blood, and anointed you with aromatic oils.  I dressed you in 
a colorful gown and put leather sandals on your feet. I gave you linen 
blouses and a fashionable wardrobe of expensive clothing. I adorned 
you with jewelry: I placed bracelets on your wrists, fitted you out with 
a necklace, emerald rings, sapphire earrings, and a diamond tiara. 
You were provided with everything precious and beautiful: with 
exquisite clothes and elegant food, garnished with honey and oil. You 
were absolutely stunning. You were a queen! You became world-
famous, a legendary beauty brought to perfection by my adornments. 
Decree of GOD, the Master. '" 

 
 
2.  Marriage is     . 
 

Ecclesiastes 9:9 (MSG)  Relish life with the spouse you love Each and 
every day of your precarious life. Each day is God's gift. It's all you 
get in exchange For the hard work of staying alive. 

 
Ø Friendship means     . 

Ø Friendship means    . 
Ø Friendship means     . 
Ø Friendship means    . 

 
 
3.  Marriage is     . 
 

Romans 12:10 (NRSV)  Love one another with mutual affection; outdo 
one another in showing honor. 

 
Ephesians 5:21 (NIV)  Submit to one another out of reverence for 
Christ. 

 
 
4.  Marriage is      to    
      . 
 

Ephesians 5:25-27 (NIV)  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ 
loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, 
cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to 
present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or 
any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 

 
1 Peter 3:7 (NLT)  In the same way, you husbands must give honor to 
your wives. Treat your wife with understanding as you live together. 
She may be weaker than you are, but she is your equal partner in 
God’s gift of new life. Treat her as you should so your prayers will not 
be hindered. 

 
 
5.  Marriage is      that    
      . 
 

Revelation 19:7-9 (NLT)  “The time has come for the wedding feast of 
the Lamb, and his bride has prepared herself. She has been given the 
finest of pure white linen to wear.”... And the angel said to me, 
“Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding feast of the 
Lamb.” And he added, “These are true words that come from God.” 

 
 
 

Questions or comments? shaneham@northpointe.org 


