
 

v What are your thoughts & feelings when you hear politics or citizen-
ship issues raised at Church?  If Jesus were given a 90 seconds on 
cable news this evening, what do you think he would say?  
 

v How do you feel the pressures of “dual citizenship” as a follower of 
Christ?  How do you handle this tension, and what could you do to 
handle it more positively or constructively?  
 

v Romans 13:1-7.  What new thoughts or appreciation do you have 
about the founding of our nation with its constitutional protections?  
What new understanding of government do the ideas found there 
give you?  How could you pray better for our land in light of these?  
 

v What verses from this message are most impactful to you as you 
think about our country & its role in the world?  Why?  What do you 
feel you need to do about this? 

 
v Look over the numbered practical applications and the final sub-

points at the end of the message.  Which of these do you feel God 
impressing you to give more attention to?  How can your group help 
you with this?   
 
 
 

 
Patriotism is something caught by your kids more than taught.  Be 
careful to talk about what’s “right” with our country and your love 
for it, as much as them hearing you complain about what’s 

“wrong.” Let them see your example in voting (take them with you if 
possible) and volunteering to serve our community.  Even projects like 
picking up litter together can make a deep impression. Teach them to 
obey the command of 1 Timothy 2:1-3 by praying with them on some 
regular basis for our national, state and community leaders.  Children very 
often pick up, at least initially, the political values and leaning of their 
parents.  Help them understand WHY you hold the political views you do, 
and teach by example to respect the freedom others have to disagree.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bible Versions: TEV-Today’s English Version; NIV-New International Version; NLT-New Living Translation; 

NRSV-New Revised Standard Version; HCSB-Holman Christian Standard Bible 

 
 
 

Christian Citizens 
 
1 Peter 2:11-17 (HCSB)  11 Dear friends, I urge you as strangers and tem-
porary residents to abstain from fleshly desires that war against you.       
12 Conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles, so that in a case 
where they speak against you as those who do what is evil, they will, by 
observing your good works, glorify God on the day of visitation. 13 Submit 
to every human authority because of the Lord, whether to the Emperor as 
the supreme authority 14or to governors as those sent out by him to pun-
ish those who do what is evil and to praise those who do what is good.   
15 For it is God’s will that you silence the ignorance of foolish people by 
doing good. 16 As God’s slaves, live as free people, but don’t use your 
freedom as a way to conceal evil. 17 Honor everyone. Love the brother-
hood. Fear God. Honor the Emperor.  
 
 

Be clear with your loyalties 
 

  Ø  You’ve ______________________________! 
 

Philippians 3:20 (NLT)  But we are citizens of heaven, where the Lord 
Jesus Christ lives. And we are eagerly waiting for him to return as our 
Savior. 
 
John 17:14-15 (HCSB)   “I have given them your word...they are not of 
the world, as I am not of the world. I am not praying that you take 
them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one.” 
 
 

  Ø  You’re ________________________________. 
 
 
 
        “The Kingdom Strikes Back: Ten Epochs of Redemptive History”  
         by Dr. Ralph Winter, US Center for World Mission.  Read or download it at: 
                                   Northpointe.org/kingdomstrikesback  
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Regard government’s place in society 
 

  Ø  It’s been _______________________________. 
 

Romans 13:1-2 (HCSB)  Everyone must submit to the governing 
authorities, for there is no authority except from God, and those that 
exist are instituted by God.  So then, the one who resists the author-
ity is opposing God’s command… 
 

  Ø  It’s a __________________________________. 
 

Romans 13:2-4 (HCSB)   …Those who oppose it will bring judgment on 
themselves.  For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. 
…But if you do wrong, be afraid, because it does not carry the sword 
for no reason. For government is God’s servant, an avenger that 
brings wrath on the one who does wrong...     
 

Ø  It’s to __________________________________. 
 

Romans 13:3-4 (HCSB)  …Do you want to be unafraid of the authority? 
Do what is good, and you will have its approval.  For government is 
God’s servant for your good… 
 
Proverbs 14:34 (HCSB)  Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is 
a disgrace to any people. 
 
Psalm 12:8 (NIV)  The wicked freely strut about when what is vile is 
honored among men. 
 

1. P_______ for it ______________. 
 

Romans 13:6-7 (HCSB)  …And for this reason you pay taxes, since the 
authorities are God’s public servants, continually attending to these 
tasks. Pay your obligations to everyone: taxes to those you owe 
taxes, tolls to those you owe tolls, respect to those you owe respect, 
and honor to those you owe honor. 
 

2. P_______ for it ___________________. 
 

1 Timothy 2:1-4 (HCSB)  I urge that petitions, prayers, intercessions, 
and thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings and all those who 
are in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all 
godliness and dignity. This is good, and it pleases God our Savior, 
who wants everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of 
the truth.  
 
Jeremiah 29:7 (NIV)  “Seek the peace and prosperity of the city to 
which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because  
if it prospers, you too will prosper." 
 

3. P_________________ in it _________________.  
 
 
 
 

4. P__________ to it ________________. 
 

  Ø  By the _________________ of your ________. 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 (TEV) 11  Make it your aim to live a quiet life, to 
mind your own business, and to earn your own living, just as we told 
you before. In this way you will win the respect of those who are not 
believers, and you will not have to depend on anyone for what you 
need. 
 

  Ø  By the _________________________________ 
       of your words. 

 

  Ø  By the _____________ of your ___________. 
 

Philippians 1:27-28 (NRSV)  Live your life in a manner worthy of the 
gospel of Christ…standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with 
one mind for the faith of the gospel…in no way intimidated by your 
opponents.  
 
Proverbs 25:26 (NIV)  Like a muddied spring or a polluted well is a 
righteous man who gives way to the wicked.  
 
 

Questions or comments?  stevewilliams@northpointe.org  


