
 

v Think of a “battle that didn’t beat you.” When you look back on it 
now, what are the primary reasons it didn’t beat you? Share with your 
small group times in that struggle that you called on God for help. 
Also, name some things in that struggle that you can rejoice over. 

 
v When times are tough it’s easy to become distracted by worry, anger, 

bitterness, or resentment. It’s okay to be concerned about your life 
and to make plans for your future, but we are told not to worry (Matt. 
6:25-34). We can worship instead of worry; we can rejoice instead of 
feeling resentful. What are you distressed about right now? Have you 
worshiped, praised, rejoiced about it and shifted your focus from your 
problem to your God who rules over it? 

 
v Consider Hebrews 13:5. Why do you believe this? How do you know 

it? What situation or circumstance has demonstrated it to you? When 
talking with someone who doesn’t know God, how would you tell 
your story through this verse? 

 
v Shane said that God wants more for you than you do. Do you agree? 

Do you think that what each of you want are in alignment with the 
other? What will you do to be sure? 

 
 
“Cultivate an attitude of gratitude.” Work on that phrase this week 
with your children. Help them see that, in ALL things, we have a 

reason to rejoice. Jesus is with us! Talk together about the situations 
that cause fear or worry, anxiety or uncertainty. Let them know that 
you face these same emotions. Help them understand that they can 
choose to rejoice; they can choose to be thankful for all God has 
already done for them. Remind them of God’s constancy – who he was 
yesterday is who he is today. So, since he has been with them in past 
struggles they can be sure that he’ll be with them in current and future 
ones, too. Memorize Psalm 33:4 together. For the word of the LORD is 
right and true; he is faithful in all he does. 

 
 
 
 
 

Bible Versions: NIV-New International Version; MSG-The Message Bible;  
HCSB-Holman Christian Standard Bible; NLT- New Living Translation 

 
 

 
Psalm 33:1-4, 20-22 (NIV)  Sing joyfully to the LORD, you righteous; it is 
fitting for the upright to praise him. Praise the LORD with the harp; make 
music to him on the ten-stringed lyre. Sing to him a new song; play skill-
fully, and shout for joy. For the word of the LORD is right and true; he is 
faithful in all he does. We wait in hope for the LORD; he is our help and 
our shield… In him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his holy name. May 
your unfailing love rest upon us, O LORD, even as we put our hope in you. 
 
1.  Rejoice over       that didn’t 

    . 
 

Psalm 48:12-14 (HCSB)  Go around Zion, encircle it; count 
its towers, note its ramparts; tour its citadels so that you can tell a 
future generation: “This God, our God forever and ever— He will 
always lead us.” 

 
ü  You are      . 

 
James 1:2-4 (HCSB)  Consider it a great joy, my brothers, whenever 
you experience various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith 
produces endurance. But endurance must do its complete work, so 
that you may be mature and complete, lacking nothing. 

 
2.  Rejoice over       that didn’t 

    . 
 

Acts 5:40-42 (NLT)  The others accepted his advice. They called in the 
apostles and had them flogged. Then they ordered them never again 
to speak in the name of Jesus, and they let them go. The apostles 
left the high council rejoicing that God had counted them worthy to 
suffer disgrace for the name of Jesus. And every day, in the Temple 
and from house to house, they continued to teach and preach this 
message: “Jesus is the Messiah.” 

 
ü  He counts      . 
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3.  Rejoice over       that still 
      . 

 
Haggai 2:3-5 (MSG)  "'Is there anyone here who saw the Temple the 
way it used to be, all glorious? And what do you see now? Not 
much, right? "'So get to work, Zerubbabel!'—GOD is speaking. "'Get 
to work, Joshua son of Jehozadak—high priest!' "'Get to work, all 
you people!'—GOD is speaking. "'Yes, get to work! For I am with 
you.' The GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies is speaking! 'Put into action the 
word I covenanted with you when you left Egypt. I'm living and 
breathing among you right now. Don't be timid. Don't hold back.' 

 
ü  God Himself is    . 

 
Hebrews 13:5 (NIV) God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I 
forsake you."  

 
ü  He wants        . 

 
Haggai 2:6-9 (MSG)  "This is what GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies said: 
'Before you know it, I will shake up sky and earth, ocean and fields. 
And I'll shake down all the godless nations. They'll bring bushels of 
wealth and I will fill this Temple with splendor.' GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies says so. 'I own the silver, I own the gold.' Decree of GOD-of-
the-Angel-Armies. "'This Temple is going to end up far better than it 
started out, a glorious beginning but an even more glorious finish: a 
place in which I will hand out wholeness and holiness.' Decree of 
GOD-of-the-Angel Armies." 

 
ü  You can     ! 

 
Haggai 2:18-19 (MSG)  "'Now think ahead from this same date—this 
twenty-fourth day of the ninth month. Think ahead from when the 
Temple rebuilding was launched. Has anything in your fields—vine, 
fig tree, pomegranate, olive tree—failed to flourish? From now on 
you can count on a blessing.'" 

 
Luke 2:10-12 (HCSB)  But the angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid, for 
look, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people: Today a Savior, who is Messiah the Lord, was born for you in 
the city of David. This will be the sign for you: You will find a baby 
wrapped snugly in cloth and lying in a feeding trough.” 

ADDITIONAL NOTES 


