
 

 

 
v Read 2 Corinthians 5:17-20. What does God do through Christ (v. 

18)? Through us (v. 20)? For us (vv. 17-18)?  
 

v According to 1 Peter 2:11-12, how is our new status with God to 
influence the way we live? 

 
v Before Jesus calls us to do, he first calls us to be. From that place of 

intimacy, where we are chosen, loved, known, and accepted, we can 
learn to hear the voice of God calling to us. He is calling you today. 
How will you respond? 

 
v Of the three attitudes that pacify us, which one do you struggle with 

the most? James tells us to confess our sins to each other and pray 
for each other so that we may be healed. Is there anything you need 
to confess with your small group? 

 
v What will you do this week to engage in God’s calling for your life? 

Discuss with your small group. 
 

 
Elementary parents, your kids are in a series designed to help 
them see God’s plan for friendship and how to be a better friend. 
This week we looked at the story of a young man who needed 

help from his friends. Ask kids what the four friends did. (Dug a hole 
in the roof and lowered their friend to Jesus.) At best, this was 
inconvenient. It could have been dangerous or costly, but their friend 
was in need and they put his needs above their own comfort. Our 
bottom line is: Good friends put others first. Look for opportunities to 
encourage your children to be the kind of friend that puts others first 
this week! 

 
 
 
 

Questions or comments? shaneham@northpointe.org  
 
 
 
 

Bible Versions: NIV-New International Version; ESV-English Standard Version; 
 NLT-New Living Translation; NLT2-New Living Translation-Second Edition;  
NRSV-New Revised Standard Version; NASB-New American Standard Bible 

 
 
 
 
 

Stepping Up As Servants 
 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17-20 (ESV)  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. All this is 
from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world 
to himself … entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we 
are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore 
you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.   
 
1 Peter 2:4-12 (NIV)  4As you come to him, the living Stone--rejected by men 
but chosen by God and precious to him-- 5you also, like living stones, are 
being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For in Scripture it says: 
“See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one 
who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” 7Now to you who believe, 
this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, “The stone the 
builders rejected has become the capstone,” 8and, “A stone that causes 
men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because 
they disobey the message--which is also what they were destined for. 9But 
you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you 
out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10Once you were not a people, but 
now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now 
you have received mercy. 11Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers 
in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul. 
12Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of 
doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day 
he visits us.  
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STUDY & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 



 

 

What is God’s “HIGH CALLING” on your life? 
 
 To      .   “Prophet” 
 

 To      .   “Priest”  
 

 To      .   “King” 
 
2 Corinthians 2:14-16 (NASB)  But thanks be to God, who always leads us 
in triumph in Christ, and manifests through us the sweet aroma of the 
knowledge of Him in every place. For we are a fragrance of Christ to God 
among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing.  
 
 
What stops us from responding to it? 
 
   Ø  There are               . 
 

2 Timothy 4:3 (NIV)  For the time will come when men will not put 
up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will 
gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their 
itching ears want to hear. 

 
   Ø  There are               . 
 
   Ø  There are               . 
 
   Ø  There are        

      . 
 

Hebrews 12:1 (NLT2)  Therefore, since we are surrounded by such 
a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every 
weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us 
up. And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us.  
 

 
 

What must I do to engage in God’s calling? 
 
1.  Remember what       

        ! 
 

Matthew 24:12-13 (NIV)  Because of the increase of wickedness, the 
love of most will grow cold, but he who stands firm to the end will be 
saved.   

 
Deuteronomy 6:12 (NRSV)  Take care that you do not forget the 
LORD… 

 
Deuteronomy 4:9 (ESV)  “Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, 
lest you forget the things that your eyes have seen, and lest they 
depart from your heart all the days of your life.” 

 
Isaiah 49:15-16 (NIV)  “Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and 
have no compassion on the child she has borne? Though she may 
forget, I will not forget you! See, I have engraved you on the palms of 
my hands; your walls are ever before me.  

 
2.  Make it               . 
 
3.  Get in touch        

     . 
 

Isaiah 43:1 (ESV)  But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, 
O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I have 
redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.”  

 
Ephesians 4:16 (NLT)  He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. 
As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, 
so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love. 
 

4.  Start to               . 
 
5.  Just       ! 
 


