
 

 

v Read Matthew 11:2-6 with your small group. What kinds of “prisons” 
tend to bring out doubts for you regarding Jesus?  
 

v Read 1 John 2:16 and 22 aloud. In what areas of your life does love 
for the world compete with love for God: In your use of money? 
Time? Priorities? Relationships? 
 

v What criteria can you use to distinguish between: (a) new insights 
into Christian truths that the Holy Spirit brings to light, and (b) new 
teachings that undermine the Christian faith? 

 
v What challenged you from this week’s message? What encouraged 

you? Share with your small group. 
 

v Reflect on John 10:7-11 below. What does Jesus mean by likening 
himself to a gate for the sheep? Who are these “thieves and 
robbers”? How is Jesus unlike them? What or who are the “thieves 
and robbers” in your life? 
 
John 10:7-11 (ESV)  7So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say 
to you,I am the door of the sheep. 8All who came before me are 
thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the 
door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out 
and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. 
I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 11I am the 
good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
 
 
 

 
Hi Parents, we wrapped up our last week learning about love by 
talking about the story of the Prodigal Son. Ask your kids what the 
son asked his father to give him? Did the father do so? When the 

boy returned home, did the father show love to the son? Our bottom line 
this week is: Love others, no matter what. God has shown us love no 
matter what we do or say. We should learn to do the same. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Versions:  NIV-New International Version; AMP-Amplified Bible;  
ESV-English Standard Version; KJV- King James Version 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Managing Expectations 
 

Matthew 24:4-5 (AMP)  Jesus said, be careful that no one misleads you 
[deceiving you and leading you into error]. For many will come in (on the 
strength of) My name [appropriating the name which belongs to Me], and 
they will lead many astray.  
 
Matthew 11:7, 9-11 (NIV)  7As John's disciples were leaving, Jesus began to 
speak to the crowd about John: “What did you go out into the desert to 
see?... 9A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the 
one about whom it is written: “‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way before you.’ 11I tell you the truth: Among those 
born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist.”  
  
John 1:29 (NIV)  The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, 
“Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”  
 
 

How do we expect God’s blessing? 
 

Ø      and                
 

Ø      and       
John 1:23 (NIV)  John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I 
am the voice of one calling in the desert, 'Make straight the way 
for the Lord.’”  

 
Ø      and       

Matthew 11:2–6 (NIV)  2When John [the Baptist] heard in prison 
what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples 3to ask him, “Are you 
the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?” 
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4Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and 
see: 5The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have 
leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the 
good news is preached to the poor. 6Blessed is the man who 
does not fall away on account of me.”  

 
 

Why do we fall for it? 
  

ü  It appeals        
       . 

1 John 2:16, 22 (KJV)  All that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, 
and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the 
Father, but is of the world…These things have I written unto you 
concerning them that seduce you.    

 

ü  It’s                 . 
 

ü  We struggle       
                . 

 

• Always              . 
 

• Always       
               . 

 
• Be careful       

               . 
 

 
 
 
 

What must we do? 
 

1. Don’t        
     . 

 
2. Learn        

     . 
 

3.  Pay attention       
     !  

 
 Matthew 6:19-24 (ESV)  19“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures 

on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break 
in and steal, 20but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not 
break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also. 22The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is 
healthy, your whole body will be full of light, 23but if your eye is 
bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in 
you is darkness, how great is the darkness! 24“No one can serve 
two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, 
or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and money. 

 
4.  Get perspective      

                .   
 

1 John 1:5 (NIV)  This is the message we have heard from him 
and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at 
all. 

 
5.  Offer                .   

 
For further Bible study visit blueletterbible.org 

Have a question or comment? shaneham@northpointe.org 


