
 

 

 

v Read John 10:3 aloud. What was the turning point for you in terms of 
hearing “God’s voice” and responding?  
 

v Read Matthew 16:25-26. What activities and attitudes are at the 
heart of Christian discipleship? How does a Christian forfeit his life? 
What might tempt people to lose their life or exchange their soul? 
Discuss with your small group. 
 

v What are the differences in the way God sees you and the way you 
see yourself? What are the differences in what the world and others 
say about you and what you believe God would say about you?  
 

v What challenged you from this week’s message? What encouraged 
you? Share with your small group. 
 

v In what areas of your life does love for the world compete with love 
for God: In your use of money? Time? Priorities? Relationships? (See 
1 John 2:15-17) 

 
v Look over the Potential Identity Thieves with your small group. Do 

you relate to any of them? How have you experienced a new identity 
in Christ? 

 
v Of all the things that indentify you: core sense of self, core sense of 

worth, core sense of destiny, which one do you identify with the 
most? Which one do you struggle with? Why? 
 
 
 

 
Elementary parents, today your children focused on the first half 
of John 3:16. Ask kids what two things we learned from that 
verse. (God loved; God gave) Ask kids how Jesus proved his love 

for us. (Died on the cross) We have talked about how God loves us with a 
never-ending, never-stopping, no matter what kind of love. Talk together 
about how it feels to be loved by God like this! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Versions:  NIV-New International Version; NLT-New Living Bible;  
ESV-English Standard Version; BBE-Bible in Basic English 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The God Who Names You 
 
John 10:3 (NIV)  The sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by 
name and leads them out.    
 
Genesis 17:5, 15 (NLT)  “I am changing your name. It will no longer be 
Abram. Instead, you will be called Abraham, for you will be the father of 
many nations…” Then God said to Abraham, “Regarding Sarai, your wife—
her name will no longer be Sarai. From now on her name will be Sarah.”  
 
Judges 6:12 (NIV)  When the angel of the LORD appeared to Gideon, he 
said, “The LORD is with you, mighty warrior.”  
  

Ø God has       . 
 

 
Matthew 16:25-26 (NLT)  Try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if 
you give up your life for my sake, you will save it.  And what do you 
benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul. 
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Potential Identity Thieves: 
 
 
ü  Family            ü  Wrong     
 
ü  Traumatic     ü  Personal         
 

ü  Distorted     
 
 
 
The World’s Way – Identity Formation: 
 
1 John 2:15-17 (BBE)  Have no love for the world or for the things which 
are in the world. If any man has love for the world, the love of the Father 
is not in him. Because everything in the world, the desire of the flesh, the 
desire of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father but of the 
world. And the world and its desires is coming to an end: but he who 
does God's pleasure is living forever.  
 

 
Ø  I am      . 

 
1 John 2:16 (BBE)  “…the desire of the flesh…”  

 
Ø  I am      . 
 

1 John 2:16 (BBE)  “…the desire of the eyes…” 
 

Ø  I am      . 
 

1 John 2:16 (BBE)  “…the pride of life…” 
 
 
 

The Biblical Alternative: 
 
1.   B     who God   . 

2 Corinthians 3:18 (ESV)  And we all, with unveiled face, beholding 
the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image 
from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord 
who is the Spirit.  

   
2.   B     what God           . 

Jeremiah 31:3-4 (NIV)  The LORD appeared to us in the past, saying: 
“I have loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you with 
loving-kindness. I will build you up again.” 

 
1 John 4:16-19 (NIV)  And so we know and rely on the love God has 
for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in 
him. In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will 
have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we 
are like him. There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, 
because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not 
made perfect in love. We love because he first loved us.  
 

3.   I     God            . 
Revelation 2:17, 3:12 (NIV)  To him who overcomes…I will give him a 
white stone with a new name written on it... I will write on him the 
name of my God and the name of the city of my God, the new 
Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from my God; and 
I will also write on him my new name. 

 
 
 
 
 

Have a question or comment? shaneham@northpointe.org 


