
 

 

 
PLEASE NOTE: The subjects dealt with in this series are eliciting strong 
emotions that are easily exploited today. It’s VERY likely there are 
persons in your group who don’t look at these exactly like you do. Begin 
your discussion time with prayer, claiming Colossians 3:15. 
 
v How has this Shockwaves series had an impact on you thus far or 

made a difference for you? 
 

v Read the story of the Good Samaritan again found in Luke10:25-37. 
Who has been a “Good Samaritan” in your life? Why do you think 
Jesus’ questioner felt the need to “justify himself”? 
 

v What do you find makes you inclined to “take a pass” in helping 
someone in need? What is it that makes you willing to “cross the 
divide” to help someone with a need? 
 

v Pastor Steve took time to speak lots of ideas underlying much of our 
“social justice” concerns and differences in this message – which of 
these do you sense God wanting you to give more thought and 
attention to? Which do you feel the need to advocate for in your 
interactions with others? 
 

v How does this message impact your view of the place work holds in 
human life? Read Ecclesiastes 2:24-25. How often do you see your 
work as a gift from God and not just a drudgery? What seems to 
make the difference between these for you? 
 

v How do you sense God is calling you to “neighbor your neighbor” for 
him?  How can your group pray for or hold you accountable or 
encourage you with this? 
 

 
Elementary Parents, this week we continued our series on 
honesty. Ask kids who told a lie. (Jacob) Who did he lie to? (His 
father) Jacob’s lie cost his brother his inheritance and his father’s 

blessing. Because of Jacob’s dishonesty, he had to run for his life. It 
would be twenty years before he would see his family again. Our 
bottom line this week is lying always hurts someone. 

 
 

Bible Versions: ESV- English Standard Version; NIV-New International Version; 
CSB- Christian Standard Bible; NLT-New Living Translation 

 
 
 
 

Neighboring My Neighbor 
Today’s main Bible text – Luke 10:25-37 (p.921) 

 

Locating myself in Jesus’ parable 
 
   Ø S__________: “What _________________ is _____.” 
 
   Ø T_______: “What’s ________________ & I’ll _____ it.” 
 
   Ø K_________: “What’s ________________ & I’ll _____  

                                                      it.” 
 
   Ø G_______: “What’s ________________, so I’ll ______ 
                            it.” 
 

Zechariah 7:9-10 (NIV)  “This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘Admin-
ister true justice; show mercy and compassion to one another. Do not 
oppress the widow or the fatherless, the alien or the poor. In your 
hearts do not think evil of each other.’” 

 
Deuteronomy 10:17-20 (NIV)  For the LORD your God is God of gods 
and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who shows 
no partiality and accepts no bribes. He defends the cause of the 
fatherless and the widow, and loves the alien, giving him food and 
clothing. And you are to love those who are aliens, for you yourselves 
were aliens in Egypt. Fear the LORD your God and serve him. 

 
 

Competing social justice worldviews 
 
   Ø Discerning between ________ or _______? 
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Genesis 1:26-28; 2:15 (CSB)  Then God said, “Let us make man in our 
image, according to our likeness. They will rule…the whole earth, and 
the creatures…on the earth.” So God created man in his own image; 
he created him in the image of God; he created them male and 
female. God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful, multi-
ply, fill the earth, and subdue it.”…The LORD God took the man and 
placed him in the garden of Eden to work it and watch over it. 
 
Biblical values discovered: Hard work, thriftiness, discipline, delayed 
gratification, responsibility, generosity, trustworthiness, desire for progress, 
stewardship of creation. 
 
    Judeo-Christian Theism    Non-Theistic Materialism 
The Universe 
 

“Open system” “Closed system” 

Humans 
 

The image of God Animal mouths to feed 

Resources 
 

Product of human stewardship 
of imagination and creativity  

Physical things in the ground 
to be discovered and used 

Economics 
 
 

“Positive sum” of constant 
possibilities and optimistic 

incentives 

Limited, “Zero sum.” 
Disincentives to risk or seek to 

produce 

Sense of Equality 
 

Equal before the law Equality of outcomes 

Solving Poverty 
 

Unleashing wealth-building 
potential 

Redistributing scarce 
resources 

Government 
 
 

Internal, self-governing. The 
State insures citizens’ freedom 
& responsibility in community 

The State must be able to 
enforce its will over persons 

Property 
 

Privately owned & held Belongs to the State 

Social Justice 
 

Protection of personal & public 
flourishing of opportunity 

Assuring material equality and 
entitlement 

Guiding Principle 
 

Freedom & responsibility Control & coercion of persons 

The Poor Persons to be cared for within 
the larger community 

A class of persons only large 
government systems can help 

 

Chart Adapted from Rethinking Social Justice: Restoring Biblical Compassion, Darrow Miller 

 
   Ø The Biblical “safety net” system of ______,  
       __________, _________ & _________________ 
       ____________________. 
 

See 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12; 1 Timothy 5:3-8; 2 Thessalonians 3:6, 10-13 
 

Leviticus 23:22 (CSB)  “When you reap the harvest of your land, you 
are not to reap all the way to the edge of your field or gather the 
gleanings of your harvest. Leave them for the poor and the resident 
alien; I am the LORD your God.” 
 
 

Putting compassion into action 
 

1.  Cross ___________________ with ____________. 
 

1 John 3:16-17 (ESV)  By this we know love, that he laid down his life 
for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. But if 
anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet 
closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him? 

 

2.  Become ________________________________. 
 

Micah 6:8 (NIV)  He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what 
does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to 
walk humbly with your God. 

 
See Jesus’ words about this in Matthew 25:31-46 
 

3.  Give a __________________________________. 
 

Proverbs 19:17 (NLT)  If you help the poor, you are lending to the 
LORD—and he will repay you! 
 

4.  Invest in _______________________________. 
 

Galatians 6:2-5 (CSB)  Carry one another's burdens; in this way you 
will fulfill the law of Christ. For if anyone considers himself to be 
something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. Let each person 
examine his own work, and then he can take pride in himself alone, 
and not compare himself with someone else. For each person will 
have to carry his own load.  
 

   Ø Remember that ____________________ some- 
       thing ___________! 
 

Questions or comments?  stevewilliams@northpointe.org 


