
 

 

 
v React to this statement:  “Problems never leave us where they found 

us; They make us bitter or better, and ‘I’ makes the difference.” 
 

v If you could’ve known then what you know now, how might you have 
lived the last few months of “sheltering-in-place” differently? 

 
v What’s the most lasting thing you hope you’ll take away from this 

unprecedented time we’re living through?  How would you say 
you’ve become more equipped to handle crises that come in the 
future?  What would you hope for our Church as a body to take 
away? 
 

v Look over each of the phrases of the Serenity Prayer included on this 
outline.  How does each express a Biblical truth or idea that’s worth 
remembering and following? Which seem to speak to your need at 
this time.  Consider ending your gathering by praying this prayer 
together. 
 

v Which of the challenges or ideas from this message (or series) have 
really seemed to “stick” with you?  What scriptures from this 
message, or from your own Bible readings will encourage your 
follow-through? 

 

Parents - Check out the information on our kid’s page at 
northpointe.org/kids where you’ll find info on Sunday services and 
family resources to help you as you navigate this current season. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Versions: NLT-New Living Translation; NIV-New International Version; TEV-Today’s English Version; 
BBE-Bible in Basic English; Phi-Phillips New Testament Translation; ICB-International Children’s Bible; 

MSG-The Message Paraphrase 

 
 
 

The NORM we should adopt 
 

   Ø N___________________. 
 

   Ø O_____________________. 
 

   Ø R________________________. 
 

   Ø M________________________________. 
 

Ephesians 5:15 (Phi)  Live life, then, with a due sense of responsibility, 
not as men who do not know the meaning and purpose of life but as 
those who do. Make the best use of your time, despite all the difficul-
ties of these days…firmly grasp what you know to be the will of God.  
 

What this looks like  
 

1. Making __________________ in my ________.  
 

Proverbs 19:3 (BBE)  By his foolish behavior a man's ways are turned 
upside down, and his heart is bitter against the Lord. 
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TALK IT OVER QUESTIONS 

 



 

 

2.  Cultivating __________________ for my _______.  
 

Proverbs 4:23 (NLT)  Guard your heart above all else, for it determines 
the course of your life. 
 
Luke 6:45 (ICB)  “A good person has good things saved up in his 
heart. And so he brings good things out of his heart. But an evil 
person has evil things saved up in his heart. So he brings out bad 
things.” 
 

   Ø Over what I ______________, _____________,  
       ____________________, __________, __________. 
 

Proverbs 11:3 (BBE) The righteousness of the upright will be their 
guide, but the twisted ways of the false will be their destruction. 
 
Deuteronomy 4:9 (NIV)  “Be careful, and watch yourselves closely so 
that you do not forget the things your eyes have seen or let them slip 
from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your children and 
to their children after them.” 
 
 
 

3.  Following ______________________ with my  
     _______. 
 

Matthew 22:37-40 (NIV) “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and 
greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these 
two commandments.”  
 
 
 

4.  Pursuing __________________________ as my  
     ___________. 
 

1 John 2:17 (TEV)  The world and everything in it that people desire is 
passing away; but those who do the will of God live forever. 
 

   Ø What’s _________________________ my ways? 

Romans 6:16-19 (MSG)  You know well enough from your own experi-
ence that there are some acts of so-called freedom that destroy 
freedom. Offer yourselves to sin, for instance, and it's your last free 
act. But offer yourselves to the ways of God and the freedom never 
quits…You can readily recall, can’t you, how at one time the more 
you did just what you felt like doing—not caring about others, not 
caring about God—the worse your life became and the less freedom 
you had? And how much different is it now as you live in God’s 
freedom, your lives healed and expansive in holiness?  
 

   Ø What ________________________________ at  
       this time? 
 

 
 
 

The Serenity Prayer 
 

God, Grant me the serenity 
to accept the things I cannot change, 

the courage to change the things I can, 
and the wisdom to know the difference. 

Living one day at a time; 
enjoying one moment at a time; 

accepting hardship as a pathway to peace; 
taking, as Jesus did, this sinful world as it is, 

not as I would have it; 
trusting that you will make all things right 

if I surrender to your will; 
so that I may be reasonably happy in this life 

and supremely happy with you forever in the next. 
In Jesus' Name, Amen 

 

Reinhold Niebuhr 
 

 
 
 
 

Questions or comments? stevewilliams@northpointe.org 


