
 

 

  

v What alarms you most about the “frog in the kettle” reality of how we 
can become desensitized to evil? 
 

v What’s a recent experience of human violence you’ve had a front-
row seat to witness?  What would you say fueled it? 
 

v Read Proverbs 22:24-25; Proverbs 29:11; James 1:19-20.  What 
stands out to you or speaks most strongly to you about anger in 
these various scripture passages?  What have you discovered seems 
to “light the fuse” on your anger or offends you most easily? 
 

v Which of the points of the message spoke most directly to challenge 
or encourage you?   
 

v What specific steps are you/do you need to be taking to “insulate” 
yourself from the violence rampant today? 
 

v How are you seeking to make changes in your life as a result of this 
series that you need God’s help with most?  How could you use the 
prayers or assistance of your small group?  
 
 

 
 
Elementary parents, we wrapped up our series on faith today with 
the story of a man who was drastically changed by his encounter. 
Ask your children who was changed (Saul to Paul). How was Paul 

different? (He went from bad guy to church starter and wrote letters 
that became part of the Bible.) Our bottom line today was Jesus can 
change you. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Versions: NAS-New American Standard Version; NIV-New International Version; NLT-New Living 
Translation; NKJV-New King James Version; NRSV-New Revised Standard Version; MSG-The Message 

Paraphrase; CSB-Christian Standard Bible 

 
 
 
 

Peaceful In An Age of Rage 
 
Proverbs 4:23 (NASB)  Watch over your heart with all diligence, for from it 
flow the springs of life.  
 
Romans 12:2 (MSG)  Don't become so well-adjusted to your culture that 
you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You'll 
be changed from the inside out.  
 

Why such violence? 
 

  Ø Seeing _______________________.  
 

James 4:1-2 (NLT)  What is causing the quarrels and fights among 
you? Don’t they come from the evil desires at war within you? You 
want what you don’t have, so you scheme and kill to get it. You are 
jealous of what others have, but you can’t get it, so you fight and 
wage war to take it away from them. Yet you don’t have what you 
want because you don’t ask God for it.  

 
  Ø Misusing ______________________________. 
 

Proverbs 29:11 (NRSV)  A fool gives full vent to anger, but the wise 
quietly holds it back.  

 
James 1:19-20 (NIV)  Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to 
speak and slow to become angry, for man's anger does not bring 
about the righteous life that God desires.  

 
  Ø Keeping ______________________. 
 

Proverbs 22:24-25 (NLT)  Don’t befriend angry people or associate 
with hot-tempered people, or you will learn to be like them and 
endanger your soul.  
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STUDY & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 



 

 

  Ø Encountering __________________________! 
 

Peacemakers, not troublemakers    Luke 9:51-55 
 

1.  Be careful of ___________________________. 
 

Luke 9:55-56 (NKJV)  …But he turned and rebuked them, and said, 
“You do not know what manner of spirit you are of. For the Son of 
Man did not come to destroy men's lives but to save them.” And 
they went to another village.  

 
Matthew 5:21-22 (NLT)  “You have heard that our ancestors were 
told, ‘You must not murder. If you commit murder, you are subject 
to judgment.’ But I say, if you are even angry with someone, you are 
subject to judgment! If you call someone an idiot, you are in danger 
of being brought before the court. And if you curse someone, you 
are in danger of the fires of hell.  

 

Ø Beware of __________________________. 
 
 
 

2.  Be mindful of ___________________________!  
 
 
 

3.  Adopt __________________________________ 
     an enemy.  
 

Matthew 5:44-45, 48 (MSG)  “I'm telling you to love your enemies. Let 
them bring out the best in you, not the worst. When someone gives 
you a hard time, respond with the energies of prayer, for then you 
are working out of your true selves, your God-created selves. This is 
what God does. He gives his best - the sun to warm and the rain to 
nourish - to everyone, regardless: the good and bad, the nice and 
nasty…In a word, what I'm saying is, ‘Grow up.’ You're kingdom 
subjects. Now live like it. Live out your God-created identity. Live 

generously and graciously toward others, the way God lives toward 
you.” 
 
Ø Remember ___________________________ 

         ____________ too. 
 
 
 

4.  Let the ________________________________ 
     your _________. 
 

Colossians 3:12-15 (NLT)  Since God chose you to be the holy people 
he loves, you must clothe yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, 
kind-ness, humility, gentleness, and patience. Make allowance for 
each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. 
Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others. Above 
all, clothe your-selves with love, which binds us all together in 
perfect harmony. And let the peace that comes from Christ rule in 
your hearts.  

 

Ø Who’ll ________________________ today? 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions or comments?  stevewilliams@northpointe.org  
 
 
 
To learn more about New Testament Textual Criticism and manu-
script evidence check out Daniel Wallace and his website, 
danielwallace.com or watch his Youtube videos, such as: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=RWPHH37dp-w 
 


