
 

 

  

v Which of the points of the message spoke most directly to challenge 
and/or encourage you?   
 

v Read Luke 16:27-31. Since lack of knowledge is not the brothers’ 
problem, what is? How do you see that tendency in yourself? 
 

v Do you feel you deserve a reward in life for your righteousness? Or 
would some kick-in-the pants be more appropriate? What trophy, 
booby prize, or punishment do you feel you deserve? 

 
v Read 2 Thessalonians 1:8-9. How do you feel about the punishment 

mentioned in these verses? How might you feel if you were being 
severely oppressed? 

 
v What do you think kept the rich man from faith, resulting in 

condemnation? (a) his great wealth, (b) his grand self-indulgence, (c) 
his lack of concern for Lazarus, (d) the hardness of his heart toward 
God, (e) his apathy toward people’s needs, (f) his lack of faith, or (g) 
his refusal to listen to and submit to Scripture? What keeps you from 
faith? 
 

v How do you feel about discussing Judgment Day with friends?  
 

 
Parents of Elementary kids, today we learned about how and why 
it is important to ask God and others for forgiveness. The truth is, 
we are all going to mess up at times. When we do, we need to ask 

God to forgive us. If we hurt someone else, we need to ask them to 
forgive us, too. Ask kids what we compared our sins to (we said it is 
like carrying a big weight.) Our bottom line is: Ask for forgiveness. 
You can read more about our lesson in your child’s handout. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Versions:  NIV-New International Version; NLT2-New Living Translation, Second Edition;  
GW-God’s Word Translation; NCV-New Century Version; NJB- New Jerusalem Bible 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An Eternal Doom 
 
Luke 16:19-31 (NIV)  19“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple 
and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. 20At his gate was laid a beggar 
named Lazarus, covered with sores 21and longing to eat what fell from the 
rich man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. 22“The time 
came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. 
The rich man also died and was buried. 23In hell, where he was in torment, 
he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. 24So he 
called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip 
the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in 
this fire.’ 25But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you 
received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he 
is comforted here and you are in agony. 26And besides all this, between us 
and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from 
here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.’ 27He 
answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father’s house, 28for 
I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to 
this place of torment.’ 29Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the 
Prophets; let them listen to them.’ 30‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if 
someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’ 31He said to him, 
‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced 
even if someone rises from the dead.’” 
 
 

Why don’t we talk much about “Hell” today? 
 

1.  Our         
  surrounding it. 
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Matthew 23:4 (NLT2)  They crush people with impossible religious 
demands and never lift a finger to ease the burden.  
 
 

2.  Our         
       to it. 

 
 
3.  Our        toward it!  

 
2 Timothy 4:3-4 (NIV)  For the time will come when men will not put 
up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will 
gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their 
itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the 
truth and turn aside to myths.  

 
 

What is “Hell”? 
 
Ø It’s a place of             . 

 
Luke 16:26 (NIV)  ‘And besides all this, between us and you a great 
chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you 
cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.’  

 
Psalm 16:11 (GW)  You make the path of life known to me. Complete 
joy is in your presence. Pleasures are by your side forever.  

 
1 Corinthians 16:22 (NCV)   If anyone does not love the Lord, let him be 
separated from God—lost forever! Come, O Lord!  

 
2 Thessalonians 1:9 (NJB)  Their punishment is to be lost eternally, 
excluded from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his 
strength.  
 
 

Ø It’s a place of             ! 
 
Luke 16:19-21 (NIV)  “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple 
and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. At his gate was laid a 

beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores and longing to eat what 
fell from the rich man's table. Even the dogs came and licked his 
sores.” 
 
 

Ø It’s a place of            . 
 
Luke 16:24 (NIV)  “So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on 
me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my 
tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’” 

 
Luke 16:27-28, 31 (NIV)  “He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send 
Lazarus to my father’s house, for I have five brothers. Let him warn 
them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’ …He 
said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will 
not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’” 

 
Matthew 27:46 (NIV)  About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud 
voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?”--which means, “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?”  

 
Isaiah 53:11 (NIV)  After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light 
[of life] and be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will 
justify many, and he will bear their iniquities.  

  
 
 
 

 
 

Questions or comments?  shaneham@northpointe.org  


