
 

v What public failures come to mind that you have read/watched 
unfold? Did you feel bad for the individual and how it was handled, or 
did feel a sense of justitce that that they deserved it? Explain. 

 
v Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there 

anything that particularly caught your attention, challenged, or 
confused you? 

 
v What’s your first reaction when you hear that in spite of our past, we 

are loved by God and have purpose?  
 
v Read Philippians 3:12-15. This passage encourages us to realize 

that while we can’t change our past, God can change our future. 
 

• Describe a past failure that you have fully overcome. How did 
you successfully overcome it? 

 
• What does God’s grace, mercy, and forgiveness mean to you? 

How has it changed you and helped you overcome your failures? 
 
v Jesus uses our individual and collective failures to build his church. 

What failure(s) in your past does God want to use to help others? 
 
v According to Jeremiah 29:13, God tells us that when we get serious 

about him, he will be waiting for us. Talk about when you have found 
God waiting for you once you believed that he exists and has the 
power to help you. 

 
 
Hi Parents, today elementary children talked about how 
compassion is an act of mercy. We taught them that mercy is love 

in action. Ask your children who showed compassion in our Bible story 
today. What happened to their friend because they showed so much 
compassion? We want kids to recognize that they can be compassionate 
in the same way that Jesus taught and showed compassion. Our bottom 
line is: I can show mercy to others by being compassionate towards 
them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Versions: NIV-New International Version; NLT-New Living Translation; GNT-Good News Translation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God’s Mercy and My Failures 
John 4:1-42 

 
 
Ø Not dealing with     robs me of   

   ! 
 

John 4:6-7 (NIV)  …It was about noon. When a Samaritan woman 
came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” 

 
 

How to deal with my past failures 
 
 
1. I have to    and     the truth. 
 

John 4:16-18 (NIV)  “He told her, “Go, call your husband and come 
back.” “I have no husband,” she replied. Jesus said to her, “You are 
right when you say you have no husband. The fact is, you have had 
five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What 
you have just said is quite true.” 

 
 
 
2. My       are      
    for     . 
 

1 Peter 1:3 (GNT)  Because of his great mercy God has given us a new 
life by raising Jesus Christ from death. This fills us with a living hope. 

 
1 Peter 5:7 (NIV)  Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for 
you. 
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3. I am not     , I am    
        . 
 

2 Corinthians 5:17 (NLT)  Anyone who belongs to Christ has become a 
new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun! 

 
Proverbs 4:25 (GNT)  Look straight ahead with honest confidence; 
don’t hang your head in shame. 

 
Luke 6:45 (NLT)  What you say flows from what is in your heart. 

 
 
 
 

How to move forward 
 
 
1. I can’t      , but Jesus    
  c      . 
 

John 4:28-29, 39 (NIV)  Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went 
back to the town and said to the people, “Come, see a man who told 
me everything I ever did…” Many of the Samaritans from that town 
believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me 
everything I ever did.” 

 
Matthew 16:18 (NLT)  “Now I say to you that you are Peter, and upon 
this rock I will build my church, and all the powers of hell will not 
conquer it!” 

 
 
 
2. My past will be either        
        or                  
       . 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have a question or comment?  ronniemcdougall@northpointe.org 

Jesus Talks With a Samaritan Woman 
 
4Now he had to go through Samaria. 5So he came to a town in Samaria called 
Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well 
was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It 
was about noon. 7When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to 
her, “Will you give me a drink?” 8(His disciples had gone into the town to buy 
food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan 
woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with 
Samaritans.) 
 
10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for 
a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.” 
11“Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. 
Where can you get this living water? 12Are you greater than our father Jacob, 
who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his 
livestock?” 13Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty 
again, 14but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the 
water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 
15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and 
have to keep coming here to draw water.” 
 
16He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.” 17“I have no husband,” 
she replied. Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. 
18The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your 
husband. What you have just said is quite true.” 
 
19“Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20Our ancestors 
worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must 
worship is in Jerusalem.” 21“Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is 
coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in 
Jerusalem. 22You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what 
we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23Yet a time is coming and has now 
come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, 
for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24God is spirit, and his 
worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.” 
 
25The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he 
comes, he will explain everything to us.” 26Then Jesus declared, “I, the one 
speaking to you—I am he.”… 
 
28Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the 
people, 29“Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the 
Messiah?” 30They came out of the town and made their way toward him…  
 
39Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the 
woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I ever did.” 40So when the 
Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two 
days. 41And because of his words many more became believers. 42They said to 
the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have 
heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.” 


