
 

 

 

 
v Shane spoke about Luke 8, and the time Jesus calmed the storm. When you 

are caught in the storms of life it is easy to think God has lost control and 
you’re at the mercy of the winds of fate. In reality, God is sovereign. Just as 
Jesus calmed the waves, he can calm whatever storms you may face. Have 
you been faced with a financial storm in your life? Were you able to trust 
Jesus to calm the storm in that moment? Why or why not? What makes it so 
difficult for you to trust God when it comes to your finances? How can you 
work on trusting God more when it comes to your money?    

 
v You cannot “earn” your salvation by simply serving and obeying God. These 

things show that your commitment to God is real, but they are not a 
substitute for your faith in Christ. Have you caught yourself ever trying to 
“earn” God’s blessings? How can you avoid falling into this trap of trying to 
“earn” your salvation?  

 
v Why is it wrong to judge a person by their economic status? Wealth may 

indicate intelligence, wise decisions, and hard work. On the other hand, it 
may only mean that a person had the good fortune of being born into a 
wealthy family. By honoring someone because he or she dresses well, we 
are making appearances more important than character. Why does poverty 
make us uncomfortable? Why do we often mistakenly assume that riches are 
a sign of God’s blessing?  

 
v What is one thing you have taken away from this sermon series? Is there a 

piece of financial wisdom that you want to apply to your life? What steps do 
you need to take to make that happen?  

 

   Parents –  
Read James 2:5-13 together. Discuss with your kids these three reasons 
why we should not treat the rich like favorites. 
1. The rich oppressed those who were poor (James 2:5-7). How should we 

treat others less fortunate than us? 
2. Choosing favorites went against the law of love (James 2:8-11). How 

can we “love our neighbor as we love ourselves”? 
3. God says he would judge those who showed favoritism (James 2:12-

13). What is one way we can watch our words and what we say to 
others this week?  
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Bible Versions: NIV-New International Version; NCV -New Century Version; 
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Rich in Faith 
 
James 2:1-17 (NIV)  1My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus 
Christ, don't show favoritism. 2Suppose a man comes into your meeting 
wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in shabby clothes 
also comes in. 3If you show special attention to the man wearing fine 
clothes and say, “Here's a good seat for you,” but say to the poor man, 
“You stand there” or “Sit on the floor by my feet,” 4have you not 
discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? 
5Listen, my dear brothers: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the 
eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he 
promised those who love him? 6But you have insulted the poor. Is it not 
the rich who are exploiting you? Are they not the ones who are dragging 
you into court? 7Are they not the ones who are slandering the noble name 
of him to whom you belong? 8If you really keep the royal law found in 
Scripture, “Love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing right. 9But if 
you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers. 
10For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is 
guilty of breaking all of it. 11For he who said, “Do not commit adultery,” 
also said, “Do not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do commit 
murder, you have become a lawbreaker. 12Speak and act as those who 
are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom, 13because 
judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been 
merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment! 14What good is it, my brothers, if 
a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? 
15Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. 16If one of 
you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” but does 
nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? 17In the same way, 
faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.  
 
Ephesians 4:28 (NLT2)  If you are a thief, quit stealing. Instead, use your 
hands for good hard work, and then give generously to others in need.   
 

 
TALK IT OVER QUESTIONS 



 

 

Characteristics of “Real Faith”: 
 

1.     . 
 
Matthew 18:32-34 (NIV)  32“Then the master called the servant in. ‘You 
wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you 
begged me to. 33Shouldn't you have had mercy on your fellow servant 
just as I had on you?’ 34In anger his master turned him over to the jailers 
to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.”  
 
Luke 18:35-38 (NIV)  35As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was 
sitting by the roadside begging. 36When he heard the crowd going by, he 
asked what was happening. 37They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is 
passing by.” 38He called out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”  
 
Luke 10:34-37 (NIV)  34“He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring 
on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an 
inn and took care of him. 35The next day he took out two silver coins and 
gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, 
I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ 36“Which of 
these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the 
hands of robbers” 37The expert in the law replied, “The one who had 
mercy on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 
 
James 1:27 (NLT2)  Pure and genuine religion in the sight of God the 
Father means caring for orphans and widows in their distress and 
refusing to let the world corrupt you.  
  
    
Regarding “faith”: 
 

2 Corinthians 5:7 (NIV)   We live by faith, not by sight.    
 

Ø     and     ARE NOT  
    . 
 

Ø     and     ARE   
    . 

 
Matthew 6:25-26, 28-30 (NLT2)  25“That is why I tell you not to worry 
about everyday life—whether you have enough food and drink, or 
enough clothes to wear. Isn’t life more than food, and your body 
more than clothing? 26Look at the birds. They don’t plant or harvest 
or store food in barns, for your heavenly Father feeds them. And 
aren’t you far more valuable to him than they are? 28“And why worry 
about your clothing? Look at the lilies of the field and how they grow. 
They don’t work or make their clothing, 29yet Solomon in all his glory 
was not dressed as beautifully as they are. 30And if God cares so 
wonderfully for wildflowers that are here today and thrown into the 
fire tomorrow, he will certainly care for you. Why do you have so little 
faith?”  
 

Ø        calls into 
question       .  

 
Ø The essence of faith is being     

    !  
 
2.       . 
 

Matthew 5:2 (NIV)  “…blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.”  

 
3.       . 
 

Matthew 26:39 (NCV)  After walking a little farther away from them, 
Jesus fell to the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, do 
not give me this cup of suffering. But do what you want, not what I 
want.” 

 
 
 
 

Questions or comments? pastorshane@northpointe.org 


