
NorthPointe Bible Institute 
 
A NorthPointe-based Bible training program designed to equip believers with a thorough 
understanding of Scripture, as well as the hands-on skills to be able to “correctly handle the 
word of truth” as 2 Timothy 2:15 exhorts. Our objective is to provide, at minimal cost, “lay 
persons” in the congregation the opportunity for the same level of mastery of the Bible that 
would be received in a Bible College setting preparing for ministry as a vocation. 
 
Program completion involves 120 hours (class sessions have a 1-hour equivalence) for 
graduation. This is accomplished through a core curriculum of classes plus electives. Regular 
“core” classes will be taught in 1-1/2 hour weekly class sessions taught over a 12-week 
semester every fall and spring at NorthPointe Church’s campus. The core curriculum consists of 
96 class sessions of instruction, as well as electives that will be taught from time to time on 
weekends in either a Friday-Saturday or Sunday afternoon setting. Some electives may be also 
taken by video.  
 
There is no homework assigned for the courses so as not to make additional time requirements 
on students, although additional readings will be recommended, and additional resources for 
further study suggested. The primary focus of the program is on in-class lectures and discussion 
to equip students with the knowledge, perspectives, and specific skill training to be able to 
practice good Bible exposition skills for the rest of one’s life. 
 
NBI Instructors will be Pastor Steve Williams and other trained teaching staff still to be 
determined, and they will be announced at a future date. 
 
Cost will be minimal, at $15 per student for each semester. Scholarships are available. 
 
 

NBI Core Curriculum Courses 
 

Although individual students’ attendance and fulfillment of the requirements may vary, and 
ideal learning path course of study would be as follows: 
 
Year One 

 
Fall semester: Old Testament Survey (10 hrs) An understanding of the flow of OT 
persons, places, events and themes in God’s story; Practical Bible Study Tools (2 hrs) 
Becoming familiar with the use of cross reference Bibles, concordances, lexicons and 
word study resources, commentaries, Bible software resources, etc. 
 
Spring semester: New Testament Survey (8 hrs) An understanding of the flow of NT 
persons, places, events and themes in the final unfolding of God’s story of redemption; 
The Gospels (4 hrs) Studying the uniqueness and harmony of the gospels with special 
attention to the “synoptic gospels” and the distinction of the gospel of John. 
 



 
Year Two 

 
Fall semester: A Theology of Scripture (4 hrs) The views of the inspiration and inerrancy 
of the Bible, how the Bible was formed as we have it today, how to assess the ideas of 
modern Biblical scholarship; Critical Bible Study Methods (8 hrs) Understanding the 
“Four Pillars” of serious Bible study, as well as the various methods of “inductive” Bible 
study is the goal of this class. It will utilize the apostle Peter’s story found in the Gospels, 
as well as his epistle, 1 Peter, as a means of learning these methods. 
 
Spring semester: How to Interpret the Bible (8 hrs) Learning the basic rules of scripture 
interpretation involved in “Hermeneutics,” to properly interpret and apply the Bible to 
life.; The Pentateuch (4 hrs) A special look at Moses, the Law giver, and the teachings 
found in the first five books of the Bible attributed to him. Special focus on 
understanding the Laws, worship regulations, festivals, and the Tabernacle/Temple of 
the Jews. 
 
 

Year Three 
 
Fall semester: Old Testament Judges & Ruth (6 hrs) The period of the Judges is one of 
the critical developmental periods of the Old Testament. This course studies examples 
of spiritual disobedience and obedience as seen in the stories of various “Judges” as well 
as in the characters in the Book of Ruth; The Psalms (4 hrs) An overview of the Psalms, 
the hymnbook and poetic expression of faith for the Jews. An introduction to Biblical 
poetry literature; A Primer on NT Greek (2 hrs) A quick look at some of the points of 
Greek grammar that assist one in doing Bible study using commentaries and lexical aids. 
The course is meant to whet students’ appetite to learn this Biblical language of the 
New Testament. 
 
Spring semester: The Theology of Paul (6 hrs) Appreciating the distinctives of Paul’s 
experience, theology and influence on Christianity, with a focus on an overview of 
Romans and Ephesians in the New Testament; The Life of David (6 hrs) A character 
study of this key Old Testament figure whom God referred to as “a man after my own 
heart.”  
 
 

Year Four 
Fall semester: The Kings of Judah & Israel (4 hrs) An overview of the lineage of the Kings 
of the divided Jewish nation, with a special focus on the “bright lights” found there; Old 
Testament Prophets (8 hrs) Understanding the critical role of prophets in the Bible, both 
writing, and non-writing prophets, and an overview of the prophetic books that make up 
a quarter of the Old Testament. 
 
Spring semester: Old Testament Wisdom Literature (4 hrs) A study of this unique genre 
of literature found prominently in the Old Testament (Job, Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes in 



particular) and reflected in Jesus’ teaching style; The Book of Revelation (8 hrs) 
Understanding this unique book’s message in the genre of “apocalyptic” literature, and 
how interpretive approaches have understood the book and its “eschatology” – the 
things related to the end of the ages. 
 
It’s possible that these courses may be modified or changed from time to time, but they 
will always assure the skills and knowledge base remain the same for future 
NorthPointe students to truly know, love, and apply God’s Word to their lives. 
 
 

Elective Courses 
 
Electives will be taught at least once annually and will typically be taught in seminar-
style classes open to everyone at NorthPointe on a Friday night, Saturday schedule, or 
on a Sunday afternoon. Some electives will also be available by video for students. 
Elective classes will require a two-page written summary & personal highlights paper for 
NBI students to receive elective credits. 
 
Elective courses will be related to the areas of Bible studies (i.e.- The Joseph story, the 
Book of Job, The Solomon story, New Testament character studies, etc. not included in 
the NBI core curriculum), Biblical archeology, Apologetics, Bible Geography, Bible 
translation & development in Christian history. 
 
Some non-NBI classes at NorthPointe may be taken for Elective credit upon approval by 
NBI course instructors, however they WILL NOT be counted for hours in place of NBI 
core curriculum courses. 
 
The “Six Secrets for Scripture Study” seminar is typically how people at NorthPointe get 
introduced to NBI. For this reason, students can receive Elective credit for taking this 
seminar as well, and it can be counted retroactively. NorthPointe’s organized trips to 
Israel would also fully satisfy the Electives portion requirement for NBI graduation. 
 

Advanced Courses 
 

At a future date, a course in New Testament Greek may be added. This would require an 
additional year of study to the core curriculum, and students would earn special 
recognition as an NBI Advanced Graduate as a result. Courses in Biblical languages 
(Greek & Hebrew) taken at local accredited learning institutions such as Fresno Pacific 
College would also count for this distinction upon students providing evidence of having 
completed the courses. 

 
 
2 Timothy 2:15 (NKJV) Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not 
need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 


